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RECENT PROBLEMS OF FLORIDA HISTORY
by C HARLES W. A RNADE
HIS TIME I COME to you not with a research paper which has
resurrected from oblivion with the help of original documents
a certain phase or episode of Florida history. 1 That kind of job
is tedious but rewarding and requires expert training, enthusiasm,
perseverance, and often linguistic and paleographic knowledge.
This last might seem to be snobbish or an expression of professional conceit. It is not. Rather, it emphasizes the problem we
face here in Florida in dealing with state and local history. This
problem is nothing other than what is the difference and what
should be the proper cooperation between the professional and the
amateur historian. Many of our troubles have stemmed from our
wrong concepts of these two types of historians. Unfortunately
there has developed - expecially when dealing with St. Augustine
history which is one of the most important chapters in the annals
of Florida - a sort of misapprehension between these two types of
historians. This is hardly a matter of personalities or jealousies
but is one consequence of Florida’s tremendous neglect of the
stimulation of historical research and writing.
I think that we all can agree that the state of Florida has no
match in all the fifty states of the Union in the depth and color
of its history. Only New Mexico can match Florida history in
chronology and, with no aspersion on New Mexico, I do think that
Florida with its four periods - Spanish, English, Spanish, and
American - does have a more exciting history than New Mexico
or even California. Yet with all this, the history of the state of
Florida is not emphasized and has been neglected. Again I say,
it should not be.
First of all, I believe in the value of state and local history.
It should be obvious that national history cannot be written adequately and objectively without it. I cannot understand some of
my own professional colleagues who look with disdain upon anyone engaged in Florida history. Uusually heads of departments,
deans, and presidents are fascinated with those professors who

T

1. This paper was read, at the annual meeting of the Florida Historical
Society in Sarasota, May 3, 1963.
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write about the history of faraway places. These same men consider it unscholarly to do local or state history, and those who do
it are scorned and are often bypassed in promotions or raises. In
university after university I have noticed that the fellow who
teaches state history is pitied and considered quite a provincial
guy. Naturally there are exceptions to this generalization, but
wherever state history is well accepted and developed it has not
been at the initiative of the departments of history of state universities, but rather because of the efforts of the university libraries
and the support of the state government. In Florida, however,
neither state officials, university officials, key members of the
university faculties, nor most university libraries have shown much
interest in developing Florida history. As a matter of fact, some
of them have been hostile to state history. I do want to mention
favorably here the recent interest shown by our present secretary
of state, Tom Adams, about the problems of history and the preservation of historical records.
Let me cite a few examples without prejudice to any personalities. Florida history was not taught for many years at Florida State University. F.S.U. had taught a Florida history course
for undergraduates since 1927 and many F.S.U. alumni still
remember the dynamic lectures of Dr. Kathryn Abbey. But the
teaching of Florida history was done irregularly until it was resuscitated by the efforts of the new chairman of the history department, Dr. Weymouth T. Jordan. The F.S.U. Florida collection was jealously guarded from public contact, and students and
professors were not admitted to the library stacks but had to receive the books through the circulation desk. Furthermore, the
collection was available only during short periods on weekdays.
In short, those interested in Florida history felt that F.S.U. was
of little help. Only with the coming of Dr. Jordan did conditions
change and today, thanks to his enthusiasm, good Florida research
is done at F.S.U., resulting in excellent theses and doctoral dissertations. The Florida collection at F.S.U. is improved, but not
yet too good. F.S.U. had a chance to get the marvelous Mark Boyd
collection but the narrow-mindedness and the sheer ignorance of
key library officials let this great chance go by. Therefore the
collection does not belong today to the State of Florida but to a
private institution (the University of Miami). The Boyd collec-
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tion preserved in Tallahassee would have been a tremendous asset.
There is no doubt that when Julien C. Yonge donated his
most valuable library to the University of Florida in memory of
his father, Philip Keyes Yonge, this University had the best Florida collection. For fifteen years Mr. Yonge served as director of
this library, selflessly dedicating his whole life to it and to Florida
history. Much material was added and he made it the best depository of Florida history. While librarians are often bound by
inflexible rules, Julien Yonge had one policy: to serve with every
means available to him those who were qualified to do research
and who wanted to study and write about Florida history. One
had to prove himself to Mr. Yonge but once the old gentleman
was convinced of the individual’s ability and honesty he would go
out of his way to aid him in his research and to allow him unrestricted library facilities.
On the other hand, the Yonge Library was never properly recognized by the University of Florida Library authorities. Such a
research library requires an adequate budget for its continuous
existence. The University of Florida did agree to spend $2000
a year enlarging the Yonge collection and during some years gave
more than this minimum; nonetheless this is a pitifully small
budget for one of the top research libraries in the country and
the best in the state. At one time the University financed the
expenses for further document collection activities by two competent professors but this has been abandoned. When the Main
Library at the University was enlarged the Yonge Library did
receive new quarters with a good vault, but today these quarters
are insufficient. I think this splendid collection should have its
own separate building, as is the case with the William Clements
Library at the University of Michigan, for instance.
It was Mr. Yonge and Dr. Rembert W. Patrick, research
professor of history at the University of Florida, who kept alive
the Yonge collection. Nearly ten years ago both men acquired a
great treasure for the P. K. Yonge Library with the acquisition of
the Stetson Collection. These more than 100,000 pages of photostats represent an enormously rich archive of early Florida history.
Later with my own help many reels of microfilm of Spanish Florida material were purchased. By the end of the 1950’s the Library
had become the best depository of Spanish Florida material, be-
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sides its excellent English and American collections. As a matter of
fact, the Library had become the only true research library that
I have known in Florida. Its contents nearly equaled those of
such famous places as the before-mentioned William Clements
Library of Rare Americana in Ann Arbor, the Huntington and
Bancroft Libraries in California, the North Carolina Collection at
Chapel Hill, as well as the rich South Carolina Collection housed
in a beautiful old building in Columbia. Many of these depositories are better housed and larger than the P. K. Yonge collection
but all of them have one common denominator, that of being
libraries of primary materials. They are centers of research where
the past can be resurrected with original documents. And in the
absence of a true state archive in Florida the P. K. Yonge Library
has vital importance in state history.
Yet no one can recall that the director of research and dean
in charge of graduate studies at the University of Florida has ever
visited the P. K. Yonge Library located on his own campus. I know
that the late Mr. Julien Yonge was annoyed by this. Hardly any
government official has visited the Library. When the quadricentennial commissions were set up the various members knew nothing about the Library and did not visit it. The executive director
of the commission in charge of the Pensacola program wrote to
the director of the Spanish Archive in Seville requesting certain
documentation. The director coldly told him to look in his own
backyard, in Gainesville, where all these documents from Seville
were available. The Spanish director was most surprised about
this ignorance and commented in private that this was probably
due to someone getting a political appointment. Anyhow, it was
an embarrassing incident to scholars, but I remind you it was
only one among many others. One has to stop here and give a
word of praise to the St. Augustine Historical Society for well
understanding the value of the P. K. Yonge Library and for having aided the advancement of the progress of the Library when it
undertook to make a calendar (a job quite expensive and time
consuming) of the Stetson papers. Unfortunately the Society
abandoned the project in 1959 when about two-thirds completed.
On the other hand, the University of Florida has so far failed
to appreciate the true value of this Library. When Mr. Yonge
retired the University showed no interest in replacing him with
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another director. When an assistant librarian was put in charge
and showed interest and great capability little was done to improve the status of this person in terms of money, rank, or cooperation. She finally quit for a much better job of a similar nature at the University of South Florida. Even with this lesson no
efforts were made to get a director, and another assistant librarian
-completely removed from Florida history and bibliography and
with no Spanish knowledge - was appointed. Even with all good
will this person will find it difficult to return the Library to its
deserved status. A few professors interested in Florida history,
seeing the Library stagnate, have turned away from Florida research to other more profitable fields in history. At the same time,
the P. K. Yonge Library has been an important research center for
such eminent professors as Samuel Proctor, Arthur W. Thompson, Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., John K. Mahon, and others. Professors and amateurs from all over the state and beyond the state
are often present in the Library, which obviously needs a dynamic
director of great scholarly status and a staff of able assistants. In
sum, the state of Florida (of which the University of Florida is a
part) has neglected its richest depository of history.
Enough has been said about this one case, which has resulted
not from any one individual but rather from a whole pattern of
neglect, snobbish scholarship, and plain ignorance about the value
and true nature of history. In this connection, the non-existence
of a state archive is a disgrace to the state. Hardly any state in
the Union lacks an archive; even Mississippi, considered far poorer and with more acute problems than Florida, has a beautiful
archives building in Jackson. We have none. We have a State
Library with a State Librarian who supposedly also holds the title
of State Archivist. She is a most competent person, recently honored by the Florida Historical Society-indeed a much deserved
honor. Yet this lady has no state archive-there are a few state
documents saved by personal initiative-and her library is more
a lending library than what is considered a true state library. It
certainly is not a state library containing valuable sources, a true
depository for the State. Where are the records of the Catts administration -the records of all the governors? Where are all the
records of the three branches of government and the many administrative units? They are here and there, in boxes, in corners,
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in basements, in attics-many misplaced, misfiled, miscatalogued.
There are many that have been lost from sheer neglect and others
destroyed by ignorance and stupidity. Is there any law that regulates the preservation of historical records? There are agencies
that preserve or have preserved their records well. But often they
have no one (or just a plain simple secretary of low civil service
classification) to attend them and there are no fixed hours when
one can do research. Any request to see them meets with polite
disapproval or soon one becomes aware that one is considered a
nuisance, and therefore the researcher feels most uncomfortable.
Other places make all kinds of excuses for not letting the historian
or student see the records. Once in awhile one finds a good setup
such as the Field Note Division of the Department of Agriculture.
But the frustrations far outnumber the bright spots.
Without a central state archive with rules and regulations
subject to a state law and with facilities and strict hours for the
visitors, such a situation of confusion and hardship is the obvious
result. It cannot be otherwise. With no archive or true state
library, state officials, whenever the need has arisen, have improvised commissions and thought it feasible to name to them distinguished citizens whose historical knowledge is either nil or
most amateurish. May I say that I know many of these appointees and consider them good and cordial friends. I think of them
as able and dedicated persons but they are very busy in their own
affairs (this is why they have become successful citizens) and
lack the time to catch up with history. Furthermore, to know history is not only to read a lot of books. The key to a good historian
is his experience and ability to do research with primary sources
and then convert his findings into clear and precise reports or
monographs. This kind of experience none of the gentlemen of
these commissions possesses.
What I am saying is that if there were a state archive and
state library then the executive of the state, whenever the need
arises, could rely on the advice and help of this agency. If a commission is needed then the governor could get recommendations
for appointments from the state archivist and others connected
with history, such as presidents of local historical societies and
chairmen of the history departments of the state and private universities in Florida. Today this is not done and appointments
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tend to be political. To give an example: recently a vacancy occurred in the Florida Civil War Centennial Commission. A most
distinguished and experienced Florida historian, native of the
state and a professor at one of our state universities, was suggested. The Governor turned the recommendation down, indicating that he did not know the individual and had not read his
works. A non-historian was appointed. I cannot recall that the
present executive has ever made known any desire to request
recommendations from historians or such organizations as the St.
Augustine Historical Society.
Let me emphasize that I am not saying that boards or commissions dealing with history, anthropology, or archaeology should
be staffed only with professors or professionals in these disciplines. I would not approve such a thing and it would be contrary to our democratic procedures. We must beware of the
domination of administrative committees by professionals and scientists. What I am asking for is that some professionals and some
experts - some trained historians, anthropologists, etc. - should
be appointed to committees and boards dealing with these matters. In the past this has sometimes been done. Ex-Governor Collins had a liberal sprinkling of reputable professionals, including
historians. Governors Warren and Johns showed little interest in
these matters and their appointments, like the ones of Governor
Bryant, tended to be political. A decade or more ago a few professionals who were experts in the subject matter of concern to
this or that commission were appointed, and one can cite the examples of the able Kathryn Abbey Hanna on the Parks Board
and Rembert W. Patrick on the State Library Board, the latter
occupying its chairmanship for one year.
Of especial concern now is the matter of the State Quadricentennial Commission and especially the St. Augustine Historical
Restoration and Preservation Commission, which is a state commission. Members of these commissions are well intentioned men
but none has any knowledge of the profession of history, anthropology, or archaeology. Some of the most childish mistakes have
been made that could easily have been avoided by the presence
of only one true professional. These commissions, moreover, have
even shown a certain disdain toward professionals. The St. Augustine Restoration Commission in March, 1963, organized a
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huge festivity which was virtually a political rally since practically all the politicians of Florida were present including the two
Florida Senators, the state cabinet and the Governor, and many
others including the Vice President of the United States, Lyndon
Johnson. It was a gigantic promotional event with multiple merits
-to generate enthusiasm and try to get funds. Most of Florida’s
leading historians were not invited and only one (myself) of
those who had done research for the commission was present by
invitation. The archaeologists, the geographers, and the architectural historians who had given their services-most of it crucial for the Restoration-were forgotten. Instead most all men
of wealth in Florida received an invitation, and at the banquet
were recognized as having rendered invaluable service to the
cause of Florida and St. Augustine history and restoration. One
whispered that he really did not know what this was all about.
Not a single professor or architect who had given expert advice
was publicly recognized, but politicians and millionaires were
greatly praised. Among the many hundreds of banquet guests,
present as a guest of one commissioner, was Dr. Kathryn Abbey
Hanna whose long years of service to Florida history are widely
recognized. She had been ignored by the commission, other members saying they had never heard of her. A member of the large
delegation from Spain-which included two Spanish professorsconfided to this author his surprise (which he said was shared by
all the other members of this illustrious delegation) at the absence
of American professors or delegates from the state universities
and historical societies, and the absolute neglect of history and
historians by the Historical Restoration Commission and by the
invited politicians.
Another example, quite embarrassing to Florida, will suffice
to illustrate my arguments. The Quadricentennial Commission
several years ago had invited a Spaniard for its festivities on the
lower west coast. Spain sent the most able scholar and director
of the Spanish Naval Museum, Admiral Guillen. Nothing was
done to inform the universities and scholars of Florida of Guillen's
presence. The man was given a lukewarm welcome by the local
arrangements committee and then abandoned in a motel. The
Admiral was anxious to give lectures and visit the universites and
archives. Nothing was done. The Admiral, it is said, was quite
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upset. Only when it came to the attention of Dr. Mark Boyd did
this venerable Florida historian, in not too good health, rush down
to south Florida and visit with Guillen. Boyd’s hurried efforts to
convince state authorities to take the visitor to Gainesville and
honor him on the University campus were ignored. By the time
Dr. Boyd contacted the various history professors Guillen had to
return. The Admiral was astounded by this whole affair and his
private opinion of the Quadricentennial program is quite harsh.
Had a history professor been on the Commission this ugly affair
would never have happened. No one involved with this matter
knew the reputation of Guillen and no one thought of putting
him in contact with his equals in Florida-professional historians
and archivists.
There is now a new Commission which was sworn in this
year, 1963, during the above-mentioned St. Augustine promotional festivities. This is the National St. Augustine Quadricentennial Commission appointed by the President of the United States.
Those who have followed the creation of this Commission will
remember its comic birth. President Kennedy appointed a commission, but the Restoration Commission and the State Quadricentennial Commission did not like the selection and forcefully
requested the appointment of candidates recommended by them.
They included Henry Ford and Peter Grace and the Chancellor
of the University of Pittsburgh (representing the Mellon interests). For a long while no one knew who was on the Commission but finally the President’s office was persuaded by the Florida
congressional delegation to change the appointments, and the original appointees were asked not to accept and to make room for
new appointments. The final National Commission has two men
who make sense-Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley (on original appointee) of St. Augustine and Mr. Conrad L. Wirth (the only
other original appointee), director of the National Park Service.
But one wonders why the Chancellor of the University of Pittsburgh should be on it when not a single head of a Florida university was appointed. At the first meeting of the Commission
Henry Ford II and Peter Grace failed to show up but sent unknown stand-ins. Not a single historian is on the Commission.
It is difficult to understand all this. As a matter of fact, one respected foundation has informally expressed its lack of interest in
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the St. Augustine restoration because of its shallowness and its
too promotional nature, and has indicated that more serious research by trained professionals is absolutely necessary as a condition for any support from the foundation.
There is no reason why one or two trained historians or
archaeologists should not be members of the St. Augustine Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission, or the Civil War
Centennial Commission, or the Florida Parks Board, etc. It was
done in the past in a very restricted way. It could and should be
done again-but on a larger scale than in the past. Today it is
not done at all. Is it not true that citrus experts (citrus growers)
are members of the Florida Citrus Commission? How would the
citrus growers feel if not a single grower were on the board and
if board members were to claim to know citrus problems because
in their garden or on their lot they have a dozen or so citrus trees?
I have a dozen or so trees and I know something about citrus problems. Again I am not trying to be facetious, I am just trying to
put the problem in some kind of perspective. I am trying to create
a bridge of better understanding between the amateur and the
professional.
One of the reasons why such understanding does not exist, I
repeat, is lack of concern by the state and the state universities for
Florida history. I think it is necessary to point out that Florida
is fascinated with its progress; it has become an obsession. Whenever the statistics do not show rapid growth here or there, there
is near panic. Progress is the lifeblood of civilization; no one
should deny this. But in Florida this has developed into a reckless destruction of the old, a scorn for the past, and a glorification
of the businessmen who can show the best statistics of progress,
Only a few lovers of nature and the past, such as past Governor
and now State Supreme Court Justice Millard F. Caldwell, perceived the importance of conserving the past.
Even such commendable ventures as the quadricentennial
celebrations have, to my mind, been converted into cheap promotional affairs and I cannot detect any of the erudition and genteel dignity which marks the true heritage of the past. I admit
that in St. Augustine, where some of the greatest offenses against
Florida history are committed, there are men who do want to provide these celebrations with a proper and sound atmosphere. I
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cannot detect much support for the quadricentennial celebration
from Tallahassee and I do not find any lasting achievements. The
occasion should have been used to sponsor, for example, a multivolume publication of the most important Florida documents or
other such projects. Here again what started out as a good idea
fell totally into the hands of unsound amateurs and promoters.
Here the Florida Historical Society as well as the St. Augustine Historical Society are organizations that deserve praise because they are, with other local societies, the groups in which
there is an honest attempt to recreate accurate history with the
aid of sound amateurs and professionals. Indeed we must mention the great value of local historical societies. It is they who
must carry the main responsibility for developing a solid “grassroots” interest in good and honest state history and it is they
who must be on guard against local phonies and false historical
pretenses. In Florida we have a number of excellent local historical societies. There is the St. Augustine Historical Society
which has many friends and which also has a great number of
enemies. The Society has unintentionally made mistakes by often
relying too much on inexpert historical advice. But in later years
the Society has done a superb job in doing true research with the
help of a group of first-rate historians and anthropologists such
as Albert Manucy, Luis Arana, Hale Smith, and others. This Society has always stood against the unwarranted destruction of historical landmarks of the city-yet it still is occurring. This Society is of great credit to the State.
I have given many speeches at local historical societies and
the largest audience I ever had at such a meeting was before the
Jacksonville Historical Society the day it snowed in 1958. This,
too, is a dynamic society which has a scholarly publication which
is issued irregularly. Another society which deserves the best of
praise is the Palm Beach County Historical Society which has its
headquarters and library in the beautiful Flagler Museum in West
Palm Beach. The Society has a monthly program which attracts
wide attention. Another local society on the Atlantic side which
must be mentioned is the General Duncan Lamont Clinch Historical Society of Amelia Island. This Society, although it has
had its ups and downs, has always kept on moving with great
spirit. Recently it has anxiously pushed local restoration of the
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town’s historic area-something everyone had been talking about
for years. The Society has offered living accommodations during
this summer for a graduate archaeology seminar of Florida State
University under the direction of Dr. Hale Smith. Another successful restoration project done by local initiative with expenses
far, far less than the St. Augustine venture is that of the Old
Island Restoration Foundation of Key West. This, too, has the
support of the local citizenry of Monroe County.
There are many more places where local societies are doing
a good job, such as the one in Pensacola under the prodding of
T. T. Wentworth, Jr. There is indeed always one or two persons
behind the enthusiasm of a society as is the case of Dena Snodgrass in Jacksonville, Judge James Knott in West Palm Beach,
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Bartels in Fernandina Beach, and Mrs. Reta
Sawyer in Key West. I think that this is commendable but a society should strive to reach a permanency not based on one or two
persons. This has been achieved only by the St. Augustine Historical Society. There are other organizations, not strictly local,
such as the enthusiastic Confederate Round Table of Dade City
which, thanks to Mr. E. M. Covington of Dade City and Mr. William Goza of Clearwater, has achieved a high and sound level
of performance. Finally, one must mention the dynamic and
booming Historical Association of Southern Florida with its own
building, its own journal of high caliber with such a recognized
editor as Dr. Charlton Tebeau, and now its own full-time librarian. It has a full program and it is no secret that many consider this association far more dynamic and progressive than the
older and more venerable Florida Historical Society. Unfortunately there are many places in Florida where no local societies
exist or if they do they are dormant or spottily active. Many have
no professional historians or sound amateurs among their members or directorates.
Let me finish this study by telling you what a professional
historian is and what a sound amateur should be, as compared to
the reckless amateur and the snobbish or conceited professional.
The professional in the mind of the amateur distinguishes himself
for having a degree in history. This is true but to me it has little
value. For me there is one basic yardstick which, if fulfilled,
makes one a professional historian and this is one’s record of cre-
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ativity. There are many people in schools who teach history; they
are valuable but they are not historians; they are teachers of a
subject called history. The same applies to some professors who
have a Ph.D. degree.
Now let us take a man like Carl Sandburg. He has no history degree and no Ph.D. yet he is a true professional historian,
and much more than that he has created history by using primary
sources intelligently and with style. Through him has come to
life Abraham Lincoln. The historian must resurrect the past as
closely to the truth as is humanly possible, but he must also reduce and synthesize and the final product must be healthy and
appealing to the public. This is not an easy task; it requires ability, expertness, and patience. It is a task quite similar to that of
a sculptor. He always has plenty of raw material (most researchers’ problem is not the lack of primary documents but the abundance). Out of this mass of granite or other material he has to
carve a story that must be accurate and pleasing to the eye. As
the sculptor, the historian has the power and ability to perform
accurately or to deform and create ugliness and deception. All this
then is far more than reading historical books or teaching events
and names. A historian is also one who can handle, read, and
edit primary sources and make them available to the public. For
example, there was no finer historian in this state of Florida than
Miss Jeanette Thurber Connor.
The only thing that the Ph.D. degree guarantees is that in
order to receive the title the student has to submit to his maestros
a sample of his research and writing. The maestros will gather to
judge the apprentice’s first product, called a dissertation. If acceptable, he will get his degree. It is hoped that the experience of
creating a first product will encourage the new professional to do
others on his own. Many, indeed a majority, never write this
second work and they simply become teachers of history not historians. During his Ph.D. training the student has to learn certain rules and regulations such as the proper method of citing
sources, handling documents, etc. This one can pick up without
having to go to graduate school. It is the experience and the discipline of research and writing and the willingness to take criticism that is the most important part of his university training.
For example, such men as Mark Boyd and Albert Manucy have
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no doctor of philosophy degrees nor majors in history, yet both
have mastered the techniques of historical research and both have
created excellent historical monographs that show a mastery of
creativity, originality, and accuracy. They are obviously professionals in history.
What is an amateur historian? He can be a man who has
made history his hobby and is well read in certain phases of history. Often he is a collector of history books and maybe even
primary sources.
He rarely does genuine research. When he
writes he often uses only secondary sources and therefore he cannot become a true historian. Once in a while an amateur becomes a professional after he has produced a true piece of research. In St. Augustine we have the case of Mr. Kenneth Beeson, a tailor, who has made this transition and whose research
is of outstanding quality. Mr. Luis Arana has always been a professional historian and I never considered him an amateur, but
like all of us he was a student. I also consider that the teachers
in grammar and high school who teach history are not professionals, but amateurs, unless they have done genuine research.
They are, I repeat, teachers. The same applies to librarians who
deal with historical material. They are librarians and that is their
profession. Again, once in a while they will use the rich resources,
if at hand, and produce good history. Such, for example, is the
case of Miss Margaret Chapman, formerly of the P. K. Yonge Library and now Special Collections Librarian at the University of
South Florida. She is obviously a professional historian besides
being a good librarian.
Too many amateurs think that they are historians once they
have read much history or have done some writing with basic
secondary sources. Others become fascinated by genealogy and,
on the basis of interest in their own family’s past, claim the title
of historian. Genealogy is often of aid to history. My own St.
Augustine research was much aided by the able genealogist, Mrs.
Eleanor Barnes. But genealogy alone is not history; it is simply
one tool which often is needed. A historian should shy away from
research dealing with the past of his own family. He can do this
as a private hobby but not as a matter of public research. A sound
amateur is of great value to history. While the professional is
often submerged in difficult primary sources and loses touch with
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the secondary literature or the broad overall picture of historical
problems, the amateur often has a refreshing common sense and
an awareness of contemporaneity. This is not to say that I have
not known many professionals who are level-headed and well
versed in the secondary literature and in generalities of history.
What I have said is a product of eleven years of work in Florida, first as a Ph.D. candidate in history, and then as a professor
of history associated with three state universities here. During
this time I have become fascinated with Florida history and I have
made many friends, and possibly a few enemies. Three men were
responsible for my Florida career and interest, and all three are
dedicated historians and devoted teachers. First of all is a man
whom I think never taught during his whole life in a classroom
nor had a Ph.D. degree, the late Julien Yonge. Then there is
Rembert Patrick to whom Florida history today owes very much.
Without Julien Yonge and Rembert Patrick we would be in
sadder shape with regard to Florida history. Finally there is Donald Worcester of the University of Florida who brought me to
Florida and who in the first years of my academic career convinced me many times not to leave the state for greener pastures.
Worcester, although not a practitioner of Florida history, was one
of the few professionals who, as head of the University of Florida
history department, wanted to stimulate the growth of the P. K.
Yonge Library and who has always been a friend of Florida history. Thanks to him and to Dr. Patrick many graduate students
have done theses and dissertations in Florida history using the
rich P. K. Yonge Library.
Finally I must say that there are at hand many dormant positive factors such as good men and women - professionals and
amateurs - and many enthusiastic organizations, plus many documentary sources, to build Florida history into a respectable part
of the State’s program. I think that the criticisms given to you are
valid and deserve attention. It is hoped that State officials in Tallahassee can start a movement of renovation and reorganization.
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POLITICS AND PROPERTY DURING THE
TRANSFER OF FLORIDA FROM SPANISH
TO ENGLISH RULE, 1763-1764
by ROBERT L. GOLD
and sovereign control of Spanish
Florida on February 10, 1763. After more than a century
of imperialistic adventures, which had assumed the form of invasions and guerrilla penetrations from her colonies to the north,
Great Britain wrested Florida from Spain’s grip at the Paris peace
conferences following the French and Indian War. 1 Because the
British had successfully assaulted Havana in the summer of 1762,
the Spanish negotiators reluctantly bartered Florida away in order
to retrieve their great treasure terminal of the Indies. Less than
four months of diplomacy were required to arrange the end of almost two hundred years of Spanish colonial rule in Tierra Florida. 2
Cortes’ conquest of the magnificent Aztec civilization had not
yet occurred when Adelantado Juan Ponce de Leon first sighted
the lush Florida shoreline in 1513. When Ponce de Leon, seeking the legendary island of Bimini, landed on an uncertain floral
portion of the Florida peninsula he called the new discovery “La
Florida,” and claimed it in the name of His Catholic Majesty, the
King of Spain. “La Florida” had no boundary limits. 3 Actually,

E

NGLAND ACQUIRED LEGAL

1. This international conflict was called, in America, the French and
Indian War; in Europe, the Seven Year’s War.
2. The preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain, France, and
Spain were arranged at Fontainebleau on November 3, 1762. On
February 10, 1763, the final treaty of peace was signed by representatives of the three countries although the negotiated agreements
were not ratified until February 25, 1763. The Treaty of Paris was
ratified respectively by Great Britain, France, and Spain on February
21, 23, and 25, 1763. Frances Gardner Davenport and Charles
Oscar Paullin (eds.), European Treaties Bearing on the History of
the United States and Its Dependencies, 4 vols. (Washington, 19171897), IV, 92-98.
3. Definitions of Florida’s boundaries vary according to the many sources
that attempt to delimit the sixteenth century Spanish territory. One
source referred to Spanish Florida as the Atlantic coast area south of
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Another considered Quebec to be a part of
Florida; all of North America was in fact called Tierra Florida. Anthony Kerrigan (trans.), Barcia’s Chronological History of the Conti-

[ 16 ]
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this land extended as far to the north and west as Spanish military
power could support it in the face of later English and French encroachments. 4
In the fifty years that followed the discovery of Florida, Spain
demonstrated only exploratory interest in the tropical colony where
gold and silver ores were absent, and where fierce, uncivilized,
and uncooperative Indians were particularly ubiquitous. The
treasure-laden Spanish convoys bearing the exported opulence of
the Indies therefore glided past the uncolonized shores of Florida
on their way to European coffers. Finally, when the Spanish
court learned that a colony of French Huguenots had stealthily infiltrated into the Florida lands in 1564, Spain determined to colonize that New World area. Involved in the plan of Spanish colonization, of course, was a definite scheme to annihilate the unwelcome foreign heretics. The Florida coastal waters were much
too close to New Spain, the Bahama channel, and the Hispanic
Caribbean to be allowed to remain under the escutcheon of any
other European power.
In order to protect the Crown’s territories as well as the flotas
of bullion that flowed from Havana through the Florida seas to
Spain, Philip II, on March 20, 1565, agreed to a capitulacion y
asiento with Admiral Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles for the colonization and conquest of Florida. Under the auspices of those orders the French intrusion was systematically destroyed. Although
Menendez’ victory squelched the first serious threat to Spain’s
North American possessions, numerous other European challenges
were to follow in the succeeding years. 5
nent of Florida . . . from the Year 1512, in which Juan Ponce de
Leon Discovered Florida, Until the Year 1722 (Gainesville, Fla.,
1951), 191; John W. Monette, Extent of Florida: History of the Discovery and Settlement of the Valley of the Mississippi by Three Great
Powers Spain, France and Great Britain and the Subsequent Occupation, Settlement and Extension of Civil Government by the United
States up to the Year 1846 (New York, 1848), 46.
4. Pope Alexander’s Papal Bull of May 4, 1493, granted Spain “ . . . all
the Islands and Continents discovered towards the West and South,
drawing a line from the North to the South pole, distant one hundred leagues towards the West and South from any of the Islands
known as the Azores and Cape de Verde Islands . . .,” but the powers of Europe could not have been expected to concur with a Papal
decision concerning international boundaries for the New World.
Florida, Florida Statutes: Helpful and Useful Materials, 3 vols.
(1941), III, 98-100.
5. Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Settlements within the Present Limits of the United States, 1513-1574, 2 vols. (New York, 1901,
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Spain historically retarded but never thwarted the northern
trespasses of England and France in the immense territory called
Florida. Since the Spaniards settled North America approximately one hundred years before the other European nations commenced scrambling for New World colonies, the Spanish court
presumed that all the domains north of Ponce de Leon’s landing
belonged to the throne of the Catholic Kings. Such a presumption, however, would be contemptuously ignored by Europe’s seafaring states throughout the Colonial Period.
The Hispanic claim to the Americas was enervated by the
inevitable passage of time, and stunned by numerous political and
economic circumstances. The loss of the 1588 armada, the continuous expenses of the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century religious wars, the erosion of the Spanish colonial machinery, the inflation and monetary devaluation that accompanied the bullion
fleets to Spain, and the continuous harrassments of the other European powers eventually debilitated Spanish control of the Western Hemisphere. As a consequence, England, France, and even
the Netherlands gradually sliced large pieces of the boundless “La
Florida” from the body of Spain’s New World possessions.
The Seven Pears’ War finally terminated any pretense of
Spanish hegemony in Florida. The Paris Treaty of 1763 legally
climaxed Spain’s sad struggle with the other European nations for
North American colonies. Prior to 1763, Spain had already lost
eastern America north of latitude 31 o and southwestern America
west of the Perdido River. But, at the 1762-1763 conferences
Spain was forced to acknowledge the territorial loss of the debated
extremes of La Florida along with the loss of the Florida peninsula
itself. Spain’s power in Florida was reduced to arranging the imperial transfer of the old abbreviated colony from Spanish to British control.
Article XX of the Treaty of Paris discussed the transfer of
Florida to English sovereignty. Great Britain became the new
landlord of the St. Augustine presidio, Pensacola, and all the property east and southeast of the Mississippi River. In an attempt to
coax the resident Spanish population to remain in Florida, the
treaty’s Florida section declared that the inhabitants of Spain’s
1905) , I, 3-338, and II, 123-253; Eugenio Ruidiaz y Caravia, La
Flori d a: Su Conquista y Colonizacion por Pedro Menendez de Aviles,
2 vols. (Madrid, 1893), I and II, passim.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol42/iss1/1

34

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42, Issue 1

T RANSFER

OF

F LORIDA , 1763-1764

19

former colony could continue living under British authority, worshiping according to their Roman Catholic practice. Those Spanish subjects who wished to leave Florida were allotted eighteen
months to settle their affairs and sell their properties; all property,
however, had to be sold to subjects of His Britannic Majesty. The
eighteen-month proviso would become operative when the ratifications of the Paris agreement were exchanged; March 10, 1763,
was the actual date when the stipulated period commenced. The
Spanish crown had the same opportunities as its citizens to carry
away movable property, including military equipment and supplies. 6
The physical transfer of Florida to English governmental control did not take place until the summer of 1763. Great Britain,
preoccupied with other foreign matters, waited approximately
five months to enter Florida officially, although the twenty-fourth
article of the Treaty of Paris had proclaimed that the effective
change of sovereignty could occur three months from the final
ratification date. 7
During the transfer of Florida from Spanish to British control
two paramount questions, inadequately discussed in the Treaty of
1763, confounded the personnel involved in the exchange procedures. One of these difficulties concerned the tropical cayos (the
Florida Keys) 8 south and southwest of the Florida peninsula.
The other problem originated from the property sales that were arranged between the migrating Spaniards and the arriving British
land speculators. Both of these international problems nettled the
6. According to Article XX of the Treaty of Paris, “His Britannick majesty further agrees, that the Spanish Inhabitants, or others, who have
been subjects of the catholick king . . . may sell their estates, provided it be to His Britannick majesty’s persons, without being restrained in their emigrations, under any pretense whatsoever, except
that of debts, or of criminal prosecutions: the term limited for this
emigration, being fixed to the space of eighteen months. . . .” Davenport and Paullin, European Treaties . . . , IV, 96-98; Tratado Definitivo de Paz Concluido Entre el Rey, Nuestro Senor y S. M. Christiianisima por Una Parte, y S. M. Britanica por Otra, en Paris a 10.
de Febrero de 1763. Con Sus Articulos Preliminares y la Accesion de
S.M. Fidelisma a Ellos, y al Mismo Tratado (Madrid, 1763), 191194; London Magazine (March, 1763), 149-158.
7. Ibid.
8. For a careful and detailed account of the Keys dispute, see Charles
W . A r n a d e , “ F l o r i d a K e y s : E n g l i s h o r S p a n i s h ? ” T e q u e s t a , XV
(1955), 41-53.
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English and their Spanish predecessors for almost the entire period of British rule in Florida.
The Anglo-Spanish property transactions were legally authorized by the Treaty of Paris of 1763. Article XX had definitely
stipulated that the Spanish residents of Florida could sell their
estates to English subjects within an eighteen month period. 9
The new colony was settled, however, without any regard to those
treaty regulations. Aspiring to attract colonists to the new province, the King’s Proclamation of October 7, 1763, announced
that the Florida lands would be “granted” to soldiers and citizens;
the Florida governors were thus empowered to grant property subject to the crown’s approval. Since the King’s government hoped
to reduce border tensions between the American colonists and the
midwestern Indians, it was assumed that the Proclamation of
1763 would entice American frontiersmen away from the angry
areas of the north into the almost empty Florida provinces. 10 As
a consequence, the new English settlers or speculators often received land grants which included property that already had been
sold to other British subjects during 1763-64. The Treaty of
Paris was thus superseded by the King’s October Proclamation.
Since His Britannic Majesty’s government considered the
Spanish titles to be valueless, the crown commanded the Florida
governors:
. . . not to admit of any claims which should be made
within the province under his government on pretense of purchases, grants, or conveyances from the subjects of Spain, nor
suffer any such claims to be entered on record, excepting
such only as having been first presented to his majesty should
have received his Royal approbation on a proper examination
of them by the crown lawyers in England, nor before such
royal approbation should be regularly signified to him. 11
9. Davenport and Paullin, European Treaties . . . , IV, 96-98; Tratado
Definitivo de Paz . . . , 191-194; London Magazine (March, 1763),
149-158.
10. Clarence W. Alvord, “The Genesis of the Proclamation of 1763,”
Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, XXXVI (1908), 20-52.
11. Fowler Walker, The Case of Mr. John Gordon with Respect to Certain Lands in East Florida, Purchased of His Catholic Majesty’s Subjects by him and Mr. Jesse Fish for Themselves and Others, His Britannick Majesty’s Subjects: In Conformity to the Twentieth Article of
the Last Definitive Treaty of Peace (London, 1772), 19; the King to
Governor James Grant, PRO:CO 5/546, Whitehall, April 3, 1764.
All documents cited as PRO:CO (Public Records Office: Colonial
office) are located in the microfilm collection of the P. K. Yonge Memorial Library of Florida History, Gainesville, Florida.
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Those Englishmen who had purchased land tracts according to
the stipulations of the 1763 Treaty were forced to acknowledge
the loss of their expended cash as well as their recently acquired
property unless they were willing to journey to the British Isles
to litigate against the royal government. Typically, the Spaniards
had received only small retainers or promises of payment for their
estates. Most of the Spanish inhabitants of Florida therefore lost
their property and the sales prices that they had anticipated
pocketing because of Britain’s colonial policy. 12
One incensed investor, John Gordon of South Carolina, filed
a lengthy accusation against the crown’s program when his property petitions had been rebuffed in Florida, Since Governor James
Grant of East Florida directed the perturbed purchasers to seek
compensation in Great Britain, the South Carolinian’s only recourse was to complain directly to the royal government. Gordon,
therefore, procured deeds, testamentaries, notary testimonies, and
documents of purchase with the hope that he and his investment
associates would not have to forfeit their several thousand acres of
Florida territory. Gordon’s pleas were never satisfied, however,
and his purchased properties were parceled out to other English
grantees; Governor Grant distributed “ . . . the lands in the same
manner as if no purchases of them from the Spanish proprietors
had ever been made . . . .” 13
John Gordon eventually voyaged to England to seek reparations. His legal case was based upon the Treaty of Paris, which
had definitely outlined a method of international sales; the Spaniards possessed a legal right to sell their estates, and Englishmen
were legally permitted to buy Florida territory. In his published
complaint, Gordon acrimoniously reminded his government that
the crown had never proclaimed any public policy asserting the
12.

Ibid.; Jesse Fish Account Book, East Florida Papers, Section 319,
1763-1770, Library of Congress; Governor Feliu to Conde de Ricla,
AGI 86-7-11/18, St. Augustine, November 15, 1763; Juan Elixio de
la Puente to the Governor of Cuba, AGI 86-7-11/24, Havana,
March 4, 1772. All documents listed as AGI (Archivo General de
las Indias) were obtained from the Stetson collection of Spanish
manuscripts located in the Yonge Library of Florida History. Most of
the Stetson collection was reproduced from the manuscript archives
of Sevilla, Spain.
13. Walker, The Case of Mr. John Gordon, 19; Governor James Grant
to the Board of Trade, PRO:CO 5/550, St. Augustine, September
9, 1768.
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necessity of “purchase rights” in the Floridas. Although Gordon’s
argument appeared to have validity, the British government did
not recognize the American’s land titles; the crown’s officials likewise ignored the 15,000 pound sterling compensation that Gordon deemed he deserved for his investment, petition, and travel
costs. 14
While the King’s London officials were apparently indifferent
to the issues of legality and justice that Gordon vehemently asserted, Great Britain’s Florida authorities were decidedly suspicious of Gordon’s enormous claims. John Gordon, his partner
Jesse Fish, and their associates insisted they had purchased a gargantuan tract of land along the St. Johns River, approximately
twenty-five miles west of East Florida’s capital, St. Augustine. Ostensibly, 4,577,280 acres - 1,058 square leagues - of territory
on both banks of the St. Johns passed from Spanish citizens to the
Gordon-Fish investment company, 15 although other contemporary
observers averred that the land speculators had acquired 10,000,000 acres. Colonel James Robertson, General Thomas Gage’s investigating agent in the Floridas, talked with John Gordon soon
after the purchase had been concluded and reported the details
of the conversation to his superior on March 8, 1764:
However, on my return to the Continent I found, Mr.
Gordon at Charlestown, who show’d me Conveyances that
had been made soon after my departure from St. Augustine
by the Spaniards to him, and Mr. Fish, the whole amounting
to ten millions of Acres, he gave me plans of these purchases,
with letters explaining the nature of them, which I have the
honor to give you.
He declared a great desire to avoid obstructing by his
purchase any views of His Majestys Ministers, and profess’d a
willingness to part with the lands at a very moderate profit to
14. Walker, The Case of Mr. John Gordon, 30-31; Charles L. Mowat,
“The Land Policy in British East Florida,” Agricultural History, XIV
(April, 1940), 75-76; Account of Mr. Gordon’s purchases in East
Florida for himself and other British subjects, PRO:CO 5/546, East
Florida, February 16, 1775.
15. Governor of Cuba to Minister Julian de Arriaga, AGI 86-7-11/150,
Santa Domingo 2574, Havana, May 18, 1772; Walker, The Case of
Mr. John Gordon, 1-36; General Gage to Lord Halifax, New York,
March 10, 1764, Clarence E. Carter (ed.), The Correspondence of
General Thomas Gage with the Secretaries of State and with the
War Office and the Treasury, 1763-1775, 2 vols. (New Haven,
1933), I, 19.
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the Crown, he will wait till your pleasure is signify’d to him
on this subject after which, he says he can easily procure
Setlers to possess them on advantagious Conditions to himself, he says that a Sum was payd by the first Grantee to the
Spanish treasury in lieu of all dutys, and that these lands consequently are not subject to quit rents. 16
General Gage apparently had already considered the debated
property arrangement before receiving Robertson’s report. Believing that the emigrating Spaniards sold property which actually
belonged to the Creek Indians, the English military commander
assumed that the real estate deal between the Spaniards and the
Gordon-Fish partnership would eventually be nullified. In his
communique to Lord Halifax, Gage therefore announced that the
land titles of Gordon and Fish were “far from indubitable.” Although the previous Spanish owners claimed property ownership
on the basis of sixteenth-century conquest, the Creeks boldly asserted that they had more recently conquered the same land from
the Spanish and other Florida Indians. Accepting the Indian interpretation, Thomas Gage argued that the disputed domains were
under Indian proprietorship because the indigenous people had
effected a “posterior conquest.” The general supported the Creek
claim in his letter to Lord Halifax explaining that the Spaniards
rarely ventured into the contested lands; for years, prior to the
cession of Florida to Great Britain, danger and treachery accompanied any Spaniard who journeyed beyond the protective walls
of St. Augustine. 17
East Florida’s governor, James Grant, was particularly skeptical of the huge territorial purchase. In his first official encounter
with John Gordon, the governor had denied the land speculator’s
claims to church property in St. Augustine. And, several months
later, Grant wrote a vituperative letter to the Board of Trade ridiculing a second transaction between the Spaniards and John Gordon. His letter of November 22, 1764, declared that the proprietors of St. Augustine, who were only soldiers without a significant
rank, could never have owned the extensive lands that were supposedly sold to the Gordon-Fish partnership. Grant thus con16.

Colonel James Robertson to General Gage, PRO:CO 5/83, New York,
March 8, 1764.
17. General Gage to Lord Halifax, New York, March 10, 1764. Carter,
Correspondence of General Thomas Gage, I, 19.

Published by STARS, 1963

39

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42 [1963], No. 1, Art. 1
24

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

cluded, “It therefore is not to be believed that they or their predecessors could have Obtained from his Catholick Majesty Titles
and Rights to Ten Million, or indeed to Ten Thousand Acres of
this Country, And one cannot conceive any Government to be so
defective as to give the permanent Property of a Country to transient People who were liable to be removed to any part of the
Spanish Dominions upon a Military Order . . . .” 18
Gordon initially attempted to win the right to his claims
through written appeals and the intercession of influential London friends. Later, hoping a personal plea would strengthen his
case, he resorted to an Atlantic Ocean crossing. The Carolinian
continually pledged that the purchased lands had been granted
royal Spanish titles long before 1763. Those titles and Article
XX of the treaty of 1763, he insisted, entitled him to own his extensive acquisitions. All Gordon’s appeals were futile. The properties, which he had appraised to be worth 10,000 pounds sterling, were finally granted to other British subjects. 19
The British property policy was characteristically as arbitrary
in West Florida as in East Florida. Because of their constant efforts to attract small farmers to the Floridas, the British officials
were especially reluctant to acknowledge large land holdings. His
Majesty’s colonial specialists were apprehensive that an absentee
landlord class would develop in Florida if extensive land speculation was not prohibited. The British government realized that
the growth of such a class would probably arrest the movement of
the northern settlers into Florida; as a result the Indian borders,
north of the Floridas, could be expected to experience further
tension and strife. Without the existence of a plantation type of
proprietorship, the colonial ministers hoped therefore to alleviate
tha Indian crisis and establish a successful quit-rent system. According to the economic historian, Clinton N. Howard:
They seem, wherever possible, to have avoided making
large grants, apparently on the theory that the quit-rent sys18.
19.
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tem would operate more effectively and the welfare of the
colony would be better served by the encouragement of numerous settlers of the small farmer and artisan class, who held
their lands directly of the crown. . . . From the government’s
point of view then it would be undesirable to create a class of
large land owners who would be, in most cases, absentees. TO
have followed the latter policy would have been to create in
the new colony a quasi-feudal class which might well have
impeded the smooth working of the royal colonial system. 20
Many purchasers of Spanish property consequently lost their
acquisitions when the British government refused to recognize
their transfer claims. Sixteen such petitions were denied in one
sitting of the Council of West Florida on January 24, 1765.
Many property titles were invalidated during the process of land
registration in West Florida, although the same deeds were often
returned to the original purchasers under later land grants. The
British government nevertheless decided that Spanish deeds were
not necessarily valid in the new British province. The local Florida councils, rather than private individuals, therefore controlled
the power of land transfers and adjustments; individuals naturally
continued to hold petition privileges. 21
The Gordon case clearly indicates that the British crown
commenced repudiating the Treaty of Paris within the first year
of the agreement’s promulgation. Outside of East Florida, Great
Britain followed a similar course of international illegality in West
Florida. England’s property program in the Floridas reveals that
the English authorities were particularly concerned with the construction of a new colonial system; they were less interested in the
manner in which the new system contradicted the proprietorship
arrangements of the Treaty of Paris. Although Great Britain’s
occupation of the disputed Keys can be justifiably interpreted as
the result of the Treaty of Paris’ lack of specificity, British property policy in the Floridas vividly exposes England’s illegal behavior under international law. British national interests thus
triumphed over international legality.
Even though the British authorities would later arbitrarily
20. Clinton N. Howard, ‘‘Alleged Spanish Grants in British West Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXII (October, 1943), 83-84.
21. Ibid., 81-83; Clinton N. Howard, “Some Economic Aspects of British
West Florida, 1763-1768,” Journal of Southern History, VI (May,
1940), 209-213.
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invalidate many of the land transactions between Spanish and
English citizens, agents of the Hispanic crown were assiduously
endeavoring to sell Florida’s private and royal real estate in 17631764. Ingeniero Ordinario Don Juan de Cotilla and Ingeniero
Voluntario Pablo Castello were the first commissioned emissaries
ordered to St. Augustine to assist Governor Melchor Feliu with
the appraisal and sale of the Spaniards’ real property in the Florida capital; Don Joseph Bernet and Lieutenant Don Pedro Amoscotigui y Bermudo had similar duties in Pensacola under the direction of Governor Don Diego Ortiz Parrilla. 22
While Pensacola’s Spanish settlers encountered British sales
23
the St. Augustine agents sold few
regulations and restrictions,
properties within the capital city before the mass Spanish emigration was concluded in January, 1764. Don Juan Elixio de la
Puente, the former chief officer of royal accounts in Florida,
therefore traveled to St. Augustine as the official sales commissioner of Spanish property. Puente’s departure orders were dated
April 10, 1764, but seventeen days passed before he embarked
for the Florida presidio carrying a portfolio of real estate records
and approximately one hundred property proxies. 24
22.

Governor Feliu to Conde de Ricla, AGI 86-7-11/11, St. Augustine,
August 29, 1763; Governor Feliu to Conde de Ricla, AGI 86-7-11/19,
St. Augustine, December 28, 1763; Governor Feliu to Minister Julian
de Arriaga, AGI 86-6-6/43, Havana, April 16, 1764; Instructions
concerning the 1763 evacuation, AGNM, vol. 425, documents 14-24
and 60-64, July 6, 1763, and November 24, 1763; Minister Julian
de Arriaga to Conde de Ricla, and Conde de Ricla to Minister
Julian de Arriaga, AGI 86-7-11/228, Santo Domingo 2574, Havana,
April 19 July 6, 15, and September 22-24, 1763; Charles W.
Arnade, “The Architecture of Spanish St. Augustine,” Americas,
XVIII (October, 1961), 161-163, 181-186. All documents cited as
AGNM (Archivo General de la Nacion, Mexico) were obtained from
the microfilm collections of the Yonge Library of Florida History.
23. Governor Parrilla to Conde de Ricla, AGI 86-7-11, Pensacola, September 2, 1763; James Robertson to General Gage, PRO:CO 5/83,
New York, March 8, 1764; Howard, “Some Economic Aspects of
British West Florida,” 209-213.
24. B e c a u s e t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d P u e n t e w a s p r o b a b l y t h e w e a l t h i e s t
(Puente’s landed properties even in the depressed market of 17631764 brought him 7,700 pesos) and most esteemed citizen of St.
Augustine, he was chosen by the former inhabitants of the community to sell their properties. Personal conversations with Dr. Mark
F. Boyd; Mark F. Boyd, unpublished history of eighteenth century
Florida and Juan Elixio de la Puente; Residents of St. Augustine to
Don Juan Elixio de la Puente, delivering powers of attorney to
Puente for property sales, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, Legajo 372,
Havana, February 10, 1772. The latter document is located in the
Yonge Library of Florida History.
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The Spanish representative’s instructions were quite explicit.
Besides possessing royal permission to dispose of real and personal
property, Puente was authorized to retrieve all assets, provisions,
tools, or other valuable articles, which had not been previously
marketed or traded. He was also ordered to exchange the unsold
crown belongings for such items as canvas, tackle, nails, and flour,
if possible. As expected, the royal officials of Cuba required a
notary to witness all final sales arranged through the office of their
emissary; a detailed report of all the activities was likewise commanded. Finally, the royal authorities clearly stressed that Puente
was to avoid any and all transgressions of the Treaty of 1763. 25
Puente’s immediate, and apparently impossible, duty was to
find some means of profitably disposing of the Spanish buildings.
The Floridian soon discovered that property prices had collapsed
with the arrival of the English forces. To his dismay, Puente also
found an almost apathetic and inactive land market. As Governor
Feliu's final Florida dispatch had revealed, few interested purchasers were available in St. Augustine.
In his last communique to the Cuban officials, Governor Feliu
had blamed the British for the deflation of land values in the old
colonial city. Although the Florida governor readily admitted that
the English military authorities had cooperated with the Spanish
officials to achieve harmony during the transfer operations, Feliu
castigated the new province’s soldiers for stripping wooden sections from the city’s houses in their endless efforts to keep winter
fires burning. Feliu also indicted the British military leaders for
thwarting property sales between Spanish and English subjects. 26
Besides the immediate British impediments to property disposition, Feliu warned the Cuban officials that Great Britain could
not be expected to provide a future market for the Spaniards’ real
estate holdings. The ex-governor was quite doubtful that numerous English investors or merchants would quickly appear in St.
Augustine to absorb unsold Spanish property. He mentioned the
25. Puente to the Governor of Cuba, AGI 87-1-5/2 and 3, Havana,
February 26, 1766; Charles W. Arnade, “The Avero Story; An Early
St. Augustine Family with Many Daughters and Many Houses,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXX (July, 1961), 6-7; Boyd, unpublished history of eighteenth century Florida and Don Juan Elixio de la
Puente.
26. Governor Feliu to Minister Julian de Arriaga, AGI 86-6-6/43,
Havana, April 16, 1764.
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bar of St. Augustine as being an insurmountable obstacle to the
use of the capital city as a British trading center. The dreaded
sand bar, which he asserted was “the worst in the entire North,”
had already cost the English significant trade losses. The provisional governor also opined that the incipient increase of Indian
barbarities would not encourage settlement in Spain’s ex-colony. 27
Obviously, without the possibility of a populous British colonization, the Spanish land owners never could have hoped for any financial reimbursement for their property.
While Governor Feliu’s interpretive letter offered a number of
excellent explanations for the grim property situation, there were
at least several other reasons why the Spaniards encountered sales
problems. It is certainly possible to argue that both Cotilla and
Puente, bound by the eighteen month proviso of the Treaty of
Paris, were forced to seek out property markets before an appreciable number of investors were available in Florida. Besides the expense and extensive time that travel involved in the late eighteenth-century, Florida was not rapidly invaded by an army of
speculators because the area was only generally known to most
Europeans; residents of British America, obviously, were very conscious of Florida, and indeed it was those colonists who first
streamed into the new British province. The earliest inhabitants
of East Florida, except for a few shrewd southern merchants and
exporting-house factors, were the English troops, and their slight
salaries would not have permitted significant real estate purchases
unless they owned commissions, or substantial savings. His Majesty’s soldiers who could have afforded such investments may not
have bought Spanish properties because they were hoping for the
type of land grant system that the Proclamation of October 7,
1763, did offer future Florida settlers. And, other available investors could have held similar hopes. News of the opportunities of
the King’s Proclamation naturally choked investment appetites.
Finally, it might be suggested that the “high” house appraisals of
Cotilla and others may have driven off prospective buyers. 28
Whatever were the reasons for the sorry sales results, Puente
27. Ibid.; James Robertson to General Gage, PRO:CO 5/83, New York,
March 8, 1764.
28. James Robertson to General Gage, PRO:CO 5/85, New York,
March 8, 1764; Charles L. Mowat, East Florida as a British Province,
1763-1764 (Berkeley, 1943), 8.
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unhappily entertained the same frustrations as the preceding
property salesmen. Puente’s most important land deal concerned
the transfer of the majority of St. Augustine’s houses and lots to
Jesse Fish, a factor of the Walton Exporting Company of New
York. 29 On July 24 and 27, 1764, the Spanish realtor delivered
the unsold properties of the St. Augustine presidio to Fish in two
separate, but confidential, agreements; only about two months of
the Paris Treaty’s eighteen-month stipulation remained when the
real estate pacts were signed. According to the written transaction, Fish was required to sell the unsold properties for the legitimate Spanish owners even after the eighteen month deadline
was invoked. The peculiar property agreement stipulated that,
“ . . . the houses and lots, which up to the present, have not been
sold for want of purchasers, for which reason they have been sold
or passed over in confidence to Jesse Fish, a vassel of his Britannic
30
The Walton Company factor thus became the
Majesty . . . . ”
agent-trustee-owner of approximately two hundred real estate parcels, when he enacted his bargain with Juan Elixio de la Puente. 31
Fish promised in the confidential pact to obtain the highest
possible prices for the property in his charge, and to remit the
profits with a punctual account of all future sales to the previous
owners. All the estates were signed over to Fish at extremely
nominal prices without the necessity of a binding down payment.
The total “low” price of the houses and lots was declared to be
6,169 pesos; the properties north of the governor’s house, which
was located approximately in the center of the town, west of the
plaza, were valued at 3,701 pesos, and the properties south of
that central landmark were estimated to be worth 2,468 pesos. 32
Fish also was given the Tolomato stone church, situated two
29. Fish served the Walton Company’s interests in St. Augustine for at
least nine years prior to the British occupancy of Florida. James
Robertson to General Gage, PRO:CO 5/83, New York, March 8,
1764; James G. Wilson, Memorial History of the City of New York
(New York, 1893), 305; Boyd, unpublished history of eighteenth
century Florida and Don Juan Elixio de la Puente.
30. Senate Executive Documents, 30 Congress, 2 Session, No. 21,
pp. 29-31.
31. Ibid.; Puente to the Governor of Cuba, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba,
Legajo 372, Havana, February 10, 1772; Florida Deeds: Town Lots
and Lands, vol. 357, document 20, Field Note Division, Department of Agriculture, Tallahassee.
32. Puente to the Governor of Cuba, AGI 86-7-11/24, Havana, March 4,
1772.
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leagues north of the presidio, as well as the walls of the unfinished Church of St. Augustine for an additional two hundred
pesos.
John Gordon acquired the remainder of the Church’s estates
in another Puente contract, similar to the Fish agreement. And,
like the Puente-Fish land pact, Gordon’s arrangements with the
Spanish agent were likewise concluded during July, 1764. Gordon’s new acquisitions included the Convent of St. Francis, the
Church of Our Lady of the Milk, and the bishop’s house. These
properties were retailed for 2,800 pesos, 33 but the British annulled the sale less than a year after the financial details had been
settled.
According to English administrative opinion, the Church’s
domains were an integral part of Spain’s royal lands. Since the
international treaty transferred His Catholic Majesty’s Florida
colony to British control, all royal territories including the Church
estates escheated to the throne of England. With the decisive
adoption of that legal interpretation, the Convent of St. Francis
was renovated to serve as a soldiers’ barracks, and the bishop’s
house was utilized for the religious services of the Anglican
Church. 34
By September, 1764, Puente’s business errand was finished.
Through his official office all previous sales were confirmed, and
several new sales were either authorized or executed by Puente’s
personal efforts. Investors, other than Fish and Gordon, purchased assorted quantities of St. Augustine real estate. Except for
one large investor, James Henderson, the other recorded buyers
purchased small segments of territory; their typical investment
earned a house and lot. 35
The well-known, but little understood, Puente-Fish compact
33. Ibid.; Senate Executive Documents, 30 Congress, 2 Session, No. 21,
pp. 29-31.
34. General Gage to Brigadier Taylor, Gage papers, reel II, New York,
March 9, 1766, December 9, 1767, microfilm in Yonge Library of
Florida History; Charles L. Mowat, “St. Francis Barracks, St. Augustine: A Link with the British Regime,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
XXI (January, 1943), 269-270; Michael J. Curley, C. S. S. R.,
Church and State in the Spanish Floridas, 1783-1822 (Washington,
1940), 21-22.
35. Puente to the Governor of Cuba, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba,
Legajo 372, Havana, February 10, 1772; Puente to the Governor of
Cuba, AGI 86-7-11/24, Havana, March 4, 1772.
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has proven to be historically baffling. Questions concerning the
opportunism, dishonesty, and credulity of the principals in the
land negotiations have thus been continually discussed, particularly in this last decade. Some of the most perplexing inquiries have
concerned the confidential quality of the transaction, the ridiculously low price assessments, the absence of a binding payment,
and the reason that the Spanish commissioner unburdened the
36
Was Puente a dupe, a scheming
unsold domains to Jesse Fish.
opportunist, or only a hurried official trying to make the best possible arrangement for the ex-residents of St. Augustine?
Colonel James Robertson, completely ignorant of the confidential terms, was the first observer to comment wonderingly
about Fish’s immense property holdings:
On my arrival at St. Augustine I perceived that Mr. Fish
who lived there long as a factor for Mr. Walton, in lieu of
the debts due to him by the Spaniards, and from his having
an intimate knowledge of the Situation of their affairs, would
acquire all the immovable property belonging to them. Imagining such a monopoly prejudicial to the growth of a new
Colony, in order to divide the property I gave notice of my
apprehensions to the Governors Boon and Wright, that the
inhabitants of Carolina and Georgia who were most likely to
become purchasers might be apprised of the occasion. 37
The obviously annoyed Robertson also remarked that “the houses,
Churches & Convents in St. Augustine, are all excepting the Governor’s house Claim’d as private property . . . insomuch that I
could hardly find a Spot for a garden to the garrison, & my time
not allowing me to enter into a discussion of these Claims, In order to prevent the growth of more, I desired the Spanish Commissary to show the English Engineer what lands were the Kings &
to mark them on a Chart which I give you.” 38
Major Ogilvie, who had harshly interrogated Puente upon the
Spaniard’s return to Florida, was also suspicious of the July trans36. Because of Fish’s significant relationship to the 1763-1764 transition
period, Charles W. Arnade has suggested that a scholarly study of
Augustine would be invaluable to the
the man and his life in St.
history of Colonial Florida. Arnade,
“Avero Story,” 6-8.
37. James Robertson to General Gage, PRO: CO 5/83, New York, March
8, 1764.
38. It is curious that Robertson averred that Fish obtained sales advantages because of unpaid debts. Since Fish acted as the representative of the Walton Company of New York it would be reasonable
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actions. The English soldier probably remembered the suave
Spaniard when he wrote to Lord Amherst about the property
situation. After complaining about the Spaniards’ continued presence in the province, Ogilvie condescendingly observed, “they likewise pretend to sell most of the lands.” 39 The tone of the message suggests that Ogilvie believed the property sales were fictitious.
Don Juan Elixio de la Puente explained his conception of the
real estate agreement in a lengthy dispatch to the governor of
Cuba. Initially, he reminded his superior that the former governor, Conde de Ricla, had instructed him to arrange a confidential
sale if worthwhile sales or exchanges could not be managed; a
secret sale was essential in order to escape the limits of the Twentieth Article of the Treaty of Paris. Finding a depressed property
market, Puente followed the Conde de Ricla’s advice. 40 Of the
298 properties mentioned in Puente’s communique to the governor of Cuba, only the first 110 had actually been exchanged for
merchandise, Negroes, and/or cash. The other 185 private estates
plus three Church properties were assigned in strict confidence
to Jesse Fish. 41
The low prices listed for the confidentially conveyed domains,
Puente explained, were only added to convince doubting witnesses
that the Spanish possessions had indeed been sold. Fish actually
promised to reward the Spaniards with the highest possible prices
in the future property market. The Puente-Fish transaction not
only liberated the Spanish properties from the immediate threat
of British confiscation, but it also encouraged the former residents

39.
40.

41.

to expect the Spaniards to be indebted to Walton, but the debts to
Fish cannot be similarly rationalized. In 1752 the St. Augustine
presidio owed the Walton Company more than 60,000 pesos, and
in 1763 the same company c l a i m e d d e b t s i n e x c e s s o f 2 5 , 0 0 0 p e s o s .
Esteban de Pena to th e Viceroy of New Spain, AGNM, vol. 529,
documents 1-11, March 2, 1763; Royal officials to the Crown, AGI
87-1-14/4, Havana, May 14, 1764; James Robertson to General
Gage, PRO:CO 5/83, New York, March 8, 1764.
Major Ogilvie to Lord Amherst, Gage papers, reel I, St. Augustine,
November 11, 1763; Mowat, East Florida as a British Province, 8-9.
Puente to the Governor of Cuba, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba,
Legajo 372, Havana, February 10, 1772; Puente to the Governor of
Cuba, AGI 86-7-11/24, Havana, March 4, 1772; Governor of Cuba
to Minister Julian de Arriaga, AGI 86-7-11/150, Santo Domingo
2574, Havana, May 18, 1772.
Ibid.
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of St. Augustine to hope for later economic profits. Puente further reported that Luciano de Herrera was staying in Florida to
receive the sales returns, which would be promptly shipped to
Cuba in gold, silver, or notes of exchange. The deserving owners
could then obtain their sales monies from the royal officials of
Cuba. 42
Puente’s Cuban correspondence reveals many eulogistic references to Jesse Fish. The Spanish agent particularly praised Fish’s
willingness to participate in property agreements which could
have seriously jeopardized his position with his own monarch,
the King of England. Puente also mentioned Jesse Fish’s efforts
on behalf of the impoverished St. Augustine garrison. In the autumn of 1762, Fish, with the influential assistance of John Gordon, helped Puente supply essential provisions to the desperate
citizens of St. Augustine; the conspiring triumvirate surreptitiously removed the necessary supplies from Britain’s southern colonies. 43
While Jesse Fish was apparently engaging in treasonous activities for and with the Spanish authorities, Puente, with the authorized consent of his government, was illegally disregarding the
terms of the Treaty of Paris. The property transaction between
Fish and Puente was a glaring evasion of the eighteen month property provision of Article XX. Because both real estate dealers
recognized the illegality of their agreement, a secret property disposition was crucial to the success of their venture. Although no
specific mention appears in Puente’s correspondence or in the
Puente-Fish negotiations, it seems reasonable to suggest that Fish’s
personal risks were compensated by the financial ramifications of
the July arrangements. Perhaps, the lack of down payments and
the low property prices were the charges Fish demanded for the
dangers he faced if His Britannic Majesty’s officials discovered his
treason. When Jesse Fish later encountered difficulties in the defense of his property claims, it was therefore not surprising that

42. Ibid.
43. Spain and England were still at war in October, 1762, when Fish,
Gordon, and Puente carried supplies from Carolina to St. Augustine.
Both British subjects were therefore guilty of treason. Puente to the
Governor of Cuba, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, Legajo 372, Havana,
February 10, 1772; Puente to the Governor of Cuba, AGI 86-711/24, Havana, March 4, 1772.
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Juan Elixio de la Puente pleaded his cause to the royal ministers
of the Spanish crown. 44
The history of property disposition in East and West Florida,
during the transfer of the old colony from Spanish to English control, indicates that both nations followed expedient national paths
rather than the road of international legality. It might be argued
generally that England and Spain were only willing to accept the
provisions of the Treaty of Paris when they did not conflict with
particular national goals. The British thus approved the principle
of property exchange between Spanish and English subjects, but
they carefully approved only those sales which would not disturb
Great Britain’s planned colonial system for the Floridas. Spain
directed its Florida agents to obey the obligations of international
law only to the point where Spanish economic interests were imperiled. The Anglo-Spanish transfer period therefore featured
continued violations of the Treaty of 1763.

44. When the Spaniards returned to Florida in 1783-1784, Fish continued to live comfortably under the new regime most probably because of his previous services to the St. Augustine presidio. Puente
to the Governor of Cuba, Papeles Procedentes de Cuba, Legajo 372,
Havana, February 10, 1772; Puente to the Governor of Cuba, AGI
86-7-11/24, Havana, March 4, 1772.
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THE END OF AN IDYLL
by R OBERT L. A NDERSON
1687 a boat arrived in St. Augustine containing
ten Negroes-eight men and two women-who had fled slavery
in the English settlement of St. George to the north of St. Augustine. 1 If this little group were not the first to flee from the practices of the English settlements of North America, they were
among the first for whom documentation is available. The significance of the event is that at an early date Florida began to
function as an escape-valve, as an attractive alternative to a life
of servitude in the colonies to the north. It might be maintained
that this was a relative freedom to which the slaves fled, since
the Spaniards in Florida kept slaves also. The question may well
have been one of leniency of slave codes involved since there is
no record of a Negro slave fleeing from the Spanish to the English. 2 Furthermore, there was an appealing alternative in the
Florida forests to the vicissitudes of town dwelling for the runaway Negro. By 1736 the number who had elected the forest alternative had grown to such proportions that they had established
settlements with such colorful names as King Hejah, Big Hammock, and Mulatto Girl. 3
On a more formal plane, the governor of Florida, D. Manuel
Montiano, in a letter to his king from St. Augustine on February
16, 1739, announced that he had put at liberty various fugitive
former English slaves and sent them “to live in the territory called
Mose, half a league more or less to the north of this town, and
to establish a town there.” 4 A fort later known as Fort Moosa or
Moosa Old Fort was also constructed there for their protection.
The southern English colonies were plagued with insurrections and rumors of insurrections throughout this general period.
N THE YEAR

“Dispatches of Spanish Officials Bearing on the Free Negro Settlement of Garcia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose, Florida,” Journal of
Negro History, IX (April, 1924), 151.
2. Kenneth Wiggins Porter, “Negroes on the Southern Frontier,” Journal of Negro History, XXXIII (January, 1948), 76.
3. Laurance Foster, Negro-Indian Relationships in the Southeast (Philadelphia, 1935), 20.
4 . “Dispatches of Spanish Officials,” 176.
1.

[ 35 ]
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The magnetic pull of Florida upon the slaves of these colonies
was formidable. Shortly after the establishment of Mose a group
of Negroes in Stono, a place some twenty miles south of Charleston, staged an uprising on September 9, 1739, a Sunday. Seizing
arms, ammunition, and liquor, they set out for Florida with banners waving, drums beating, and calling out “Freedom!” 5 Killing,
looting, and burning, they continued on their way until their
masters, in considerable strength, overtook them and crushed the
uprising with force. The casualties were estimated at twenty-one
whites and probably in excess of forty-four Negroes. 6 Whether
there was any direct connection between the establishment of the
Negro plantation settlement at Mose and the Stono uprising is
open to conjecture. The incident is cited merely as illustrative
of the pull which Florida exerted on the colonial slaves.
The unfortunates of Stono had not reached their freedom
but many others had and many would continue to do so in the
years to come. Many of the runaways had made good their flight
from South Carolina many years before Georgia had become a colony and generations had lived in the forest settlements, comprising an authentic “pioneer” group. Generally, they chose the finest
land from the rich river bottoms lying along the Apalachicola and
Suwannee Rivers where many “became wealthy in flocks and
herds.” 7
These settlements remained after the settlement of Mose had
been broken up and its inhabitants shipped to Cuba in consequence of Florida’s transfer to England in 1763. The period of
their somewhat idyllic existence was drawing to a close, however.
The English period of control, cutting off the haven of St. Augustine, was brief and the Spaniards returned after 1783. They were
weaker than ever, however, and this weakness prompted an attempted annexation of East Florida by the United States in 1812.
That the Negroes of these settlements and towns were not blind to
the potential threat to themselves in this attempt is evidenced by
their direct participation as combatants against the invading
forces.
The Negroes and Indians of Northern Florida had long
5. Porter, “Negroes on the Southern Frontier,” 65.
6. Ibid., 66.
7. Foster, 20.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol42/iss1/1

52

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42, Issue 1

T HE E ND

OF

AN IDYLL

37

adopted a modus vivendi and were able to dwell together with a
minimum of friction. 8 In the course of the attempted annexation
of East Florida and the subsequent attack on St. Augustine, these
two peoples found that they had common cause in resisting the
Americans. The Indians were fearful for their lands and hunting
grounds. A long series of treaties with the white man in the
Southeast had made them justifiably apprehensive about what to
expect. The Negroes, of course, knew with a great deal of certitude what awaited them - either a fugitive life in the pestial
swamps or rendition to slavery. That the Negroes were particularly justified in their gloomy expectation was revealed by the commander of the Georgia militia (Governor D. B. Mitchell of Georgia had assumed command of the invasion forces when the original leader, General George Mathews, was dismissed in April of
1812) when he expressed hope that the Indians would side with
the Spaniards since it would furnish the Georgians a pretext for
entering Indian country and breaking up a Negro town. 9 Presumably the opportunity for profitable slave selling existed as well
as the opportunity just to break up a Negro town.
The Negroes, in fact, seem to have taken the lead in opting
for action. St. Augustine had been put under seige in March of
1812 by General Mathews’ “Patriot” forces consisting of civilian
and military volunteers from Georgia and a number of residents
of Spanish Florida. This force was augmented in early April by
the arrival of a group of United States regulars from the military
post at Point Petre, Georgia. The Indians, somewhat cowed by
the Americans, had taken no action by early July of 1812 when a
Negro from St. Augustine appeared at a meeting of the Indianschiefly Paine’s Indians and those known as the Alligator Hole
people-and, speaking their tongue, told the assembled Indians,
in reference to meetings with the Americans, “These fine talks
are made to amuse you and deceive you, they are going to take
your country beyond the St. Johns, the old people will be put to
sweep the yards of the white people, the young men to work for
them, and the young females to spin and weave for them. This I
8. Kenneth Wiggins Porter gives an expanded discussion of this relationship in “Negroes and the East Florida Annexation Plot, 18111813," Journal of Negro History, XXX (January, 1945), 9-29.
9. Ibid., 17.
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have heard and this I tell you.”
mugee added that

10

The Indian Tuskegee Tustu-

After the Indians heard the talk of the Negro they
believed it, immediately brought off thirty-five Negroes from
both sides of the St. Johns. A party went to the head of the St.
Marys and killed a man who kept a store on the American
side of that river, not far below Trader’s Hill. . . . The Alligator Hole people and the Autotchewau people were jointly
concerned in it. 11
The country now burst into flame as the Negroes and Indians
took the field. That it was such a joint operation is evidenced by
the dispatches of the time. Governor Mitchell complained that
the Spanish Governor had “proclaimed freedom to every Negro
who will join his standard, and has sent a party of them to unite
with, and who are actually at this time united with the Indians in
their murderous excursions. . . . It is also a fact that most of our
male Negroes on the seaboard are restless and make many attempts to get off to St. Augustine. . . .” 12 Lieutenant Colonel
Thomas A. Smith, in command of the United States regulars before St. Augustine, affirmed in a letter to Governor Mitchell on
August 21, 1812, that “the blacks assisted by the Indians have
13
The colonel wrote in another letter of
become very bold. . . .”
the same date to Thomas Bourke, the United States Agent at Savannah, “We are still hanging on in the old style before St. Augustine, the Indians in our rear committing depredations almost
every day, and if they have an inclination can make us retire
whenever they please, as our Contractor never furnishes provisions
for more than four or five days in advance. . . .” 14
The Indians and Negroes soon found the inclination and on
September 12, 1812, they attacked and destroyed Colonel Smith’s
supply train and forced his withdrawal from in front of St. Augustine. These same two allies put up a stiff battle which later the
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

“T u s k e g e e T u s t u m u g e e t o C o l o n e l H a w k i n s , ” S t a t e P a p e r s a n d
Publick Documents (Boston, 1817), IX, 182.
Ibid.
“Extracts of A Letter From Governor Mitchell to Mr. Monroe,”
State Papers and Publick Documents, IX, 169.
T . F r e d e r i c k D a v i s ( e d . ) , “United States Troops in Spanish East
Florida, 1812-1813, Part II,” Florida Historical Quarterly, IX (October, 1930), 111.
Ibid., 112.
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same month frustrated an attempt by Colonel Daniel Newnan
and his Georgia militia to penetrate into the interior and destroy
the Alachua towns. 15 Newnan’s forces set out on September 24,
1812, and three days later stumbled onto a group of Indians and
Negroes from whom they found it difficult to disengage. They
were, in fact, besieged and only after much suffering and hardship were they able to make good their retreat. 16 They arrived
back on the St. Johns river on October 11, eighteen days after
their departure from Picolata. Newnan conceded that of his adversaries the Negroes were “their best soldiers.” 17
Where Newnan’s forces failed, however, a combined force of
Tennessee volunteers and a group commanded by Colonel Smith
(he of St. Augustine) succeeded. In early February, 1813, these
forces entered the Indian country and before the end of the month
had made their mark. Some 386 houses had been burned, up to
2,000 bushels of corn had been destroyed, 300 horses and 400
cattle had been taken. 18 In addition twenty Indians had been
killed and nine Indians and Negroes captured. 19 As for strategical gains as opposed to these tactical successes, “Their destructive expedition left the Indians of central Florida facing starvation,
forced them towards the west coast and eliminated them as an
enemy in the planned conquest of the Floridas. . . . The first step
in the conquest of the Floridas was an accomplished fact.” 20
The curtain had indeed begun to descend upon the idyllic life
of the free Florida Negro. His Indian ally would fare little better
than he. “Manifest Destiny” would roll over them both, the Indian relegated to swamps or to relocation, the Negro to the same
swamps or to the slavery he and his ancestor had fled. The centerpiece of the whole drama would come at a fort on the Apalachi15. Rembert W. Patrick gives a good account of the tribulations of the
Newnan force in Florida Fiasco: Rampant Rebels on The GeorgiaFlorida Border, 1810-1815 (Athens, 1954), 195-225.
1 6 . I n 1 9 3 1 r e m a i n s o f t h e d e f e n s e s o f N e w n a n ’s f o r c e w e r e s t i l l i n
evidence. Their location was in the northwest corner of the southeast one-quarter of the northeast one-quarter of Section 21-10-21
near the town of Windsor in Alachua County, Florida. See T.
Frederick Davis (ed.), “United States Troops in Spanish East Florida
1812-1813, Part III,” Florida Historical Quarterly, IX (January,
1931), 150.
17. Niles Register, December 12, 1812.
18. Patrick, 233-234.
19. Ibid.
20. Ibid., 235-236.
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cola River a little over three years after the destructive march of
the Americans in February of 1813. Events at this fort would
signal the end of the idyll which began over a hundred years previously. An end which was foreshadowed and previewed in the
years 1812-1813.
The role of the United States in these events concerning the
fort on the Apalachicola River is on a legal par with its activities
in East Florida. Both involved an invasion of the territory of another sovereign state. Whereas the character of the action in east
Florida in 1812-1813 can be described as “confused,” that of the
action of 1816 can be described, for want of a better word, as
“slick.”
The so called “Negro fort,” or “Blount’s fort,” had been erected
at a site on the Apalachicola River known as Prospect Bluff by the
British in the summer of 1814. It was some twenty-five miles up
river from the mouth and about a mile from the store of John
21
Forbes and Company. A Colonel Edward Nicholls was in charge
22
This same Nicholls had sent proclamations
of the operation.
into the Mobile District for circulation among the Negroes there.
These offered the Negroes free lands in the British West Indies at
the conclusion of the War of 1812 in return for their services to
the British. 23 These and other recruiting efforts evidently met
with some success for when General Jackson forced the exodus of
the British from the Pensacola area early in November of 1814,
and they withdrew to their site on the Apalachicola River, included in their party were a large number of Negroes who had
been collected from various places. John Innerarity of the John
Forbes and Company Store in Pensacola wrote to his brother in
Mobile complaining that “Coll. N. went in a Gun Boat Cutter to
make all the Indians immediately commence their march for
Appa. & with them he drove about 300 Negroes, women & children pressing all the Barges & Canoes for this purpose . . . . This
21. “William H. Robertson to Brigadier General Thomas Flournoy,”
American State Papers: Indian Affairs (Washington, 1832), I, 859.
22. The spelling used seems to be that which is most widely accepted.
“Nicolls, ” “Nichols,” etc., are alternates found in various documents
and papers.
23. Kenneth Wiggins Porter, “Negroes and the Seminole War, 18171818,” Journal of Negro History, XXXVI (July, 1951), 259.
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man Coll. N. has been the occasion of the ruin of many & the
abhorrence & detestation of all.” 24
Although the amount of “drive” necessary to get these people
to depart is open to conjecture, the point is that a considerable
number did leave and once relocated declined to return. The
British Admiral Alexander Cochrane evidently disapproved of this
action for he sent an officer in company with a Spanish Commissioner to secure the return of the Negroes. 25 Their mission was
not well received at Apalachicola and threats were made upon
their lives when they tried to get the Negroes to return. 26 However, some of the Negroes were later shipped to Novia Scotia and
Trinidad. 27 The exact numbers involved are not known. A British deserter put the number of Negroes left by the British when
they withdrew at “between three and four hundred” who were
well provided with arms. 28 The exact date of the departure of the
British troops from Apalachicola is not known but Colonel Nicholls stayed behind and instructed the Indians to the effect that the
provisions of the treaty of Ghent nullified the land cession of the
treaty negotiated by Andrew Jackson in 1814. 29 This did little,
of course, to the promotion of post-war amity along the borderlands. Colonel Nicholls finally left in the early summer of 1815.
The upshot of these events was that there was now ensconced
in Western Florida a group of rather militant Negroes many of
whom had only recently come into possession of their freedom
but found it much to their liking. Their strongpoint was upon
an important river and was in proximity to the “pioneer” Negroes,
and those pressured out of eastern Florida, settled along the Apalachicola and Suwannee rivers and among the Mickasukie towns
northeast of present-day Tallahassee. The future was rather plainly in sight for these people as the end forecast by the events of
1812-1813 was moving closer to fulfillment. They were poised
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

“Letters of John Innerarity: The Seizure of Pensacola by Andrew
Jackson, November 7, 1814,” Florida Historical Quarterly, IX (January, 1931), 129.
“Memorandum of A Gentleman of Respectability at Bermuda,” ASP:
Foreign Relations, IV, 552.
Ibid.
Ibid.
“Deposition of Samuel Jervais,” ASP: Foreign Relations, IV, 551.
Mark Boyd, “Events at Prospect Bluff on the Apalachicola River;
1808-1818,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XVI (October, 1937), 72.
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on a powder keg the fuse of which was exposed for all to see at
Prospect Bluff.
It is of interest in considering the action taken by the United
States against this fort to note that practically the entire drama
took place while the Congress of the United States was not in session. The first session of the Fourteenth Congress had begun in
December of 1815 and ended April 30, 1816. Thus, as will be
seen, all the dramatis personae had come on stage, performed their
parts, and departed for the wings while Congress was resting from
its last appearance. To suggest that this was consciously planned
by those involved might be to belabor a fortuitous circumstance.
Nevertheless, whether by fortuitous chance or conscious design
Congress was to be presented with a fait accompli which, of
course, is one of the most effective means known to preclude the
embarrassments of any meaningful debate on a particular subject.
The fort itself had received generous publicity in its beginning. That is, it was apparently well known about and, since its
investment by the Negroes, had achieved a good deal more prominence. Not only did it serve as a beacon to the discontented
slaves and Indians along the borderlands but it also served well,
whether rightly or wrongly, as a spring from which bubbled forth
the various depredations committed by Indians and by Negroes, in
a wide area. Both elements seemed to be lumped together and the
fort stood as a visible symbol of both.
James Innerarity, on behalf of his company Panton and Leslie,
had negotiated a cession of land from the Indians in August of
1804 which included all of the present day counties of Franklin
and Liberty and a large portion of Gadsden, Leon, and Wakulla. 30 Later the same year Innerarity had gone to Prospect Bluff
with a clerk and a few Negroes and established a store there. The
store was not outstandingly successful, and besides there was that
“store” (i.e., the Fort) which had been built nearby in 1814. Innerarity commented on the forlorn pass of events in a letter of August 12, 1815, which is worth quoting at length not only for its
description of the situation around Prospect Bluff but also for its
somewhat humorous and prophetic conclusion. He wrote:
The consequence . . . is this, Our Store is broken up with
considerable loss, over & above that of our Cattle eaten by the
30. Boyd, “Events at Prospect Bluff,” 62-63.
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plunderers, & negroes robbed by them-our influence over
those Indians dead, or expiring, & Prospect Bluff & the Lands
in possession of the Negroes whom the unspeakable Villains
robbed from their Allies the Spaniards of Pensacola & East
Florida, & even (astounding iniquity!!!!) from the Indians
themselves.
. . . when the British Admirals pressed by the representations of the inhabitants & Government of Pensacola, found
that they could not without eternal disgrace Carry off the negroes, they adopted a course, that while it bore a Shew of honour, really was calculated & I doubt not meant, to perpetuate
by them the miseries of the Country-They would not deliver
up the Negroes; no, that could not be done without a violation
of British faith!!! Which had been pledged for their freedom,
but they left them at Prospect Bluff (after having trained
them to military discipline) in possession of a well constructed fort, with plenty of provisions, & with Cannon Arms and
Ammunition of every description, not only in abundance but
in Profusion for their defense-report says, they have even
since sent them an accession of Strength, and they are now
organized as Pirates, have several small Vessels well armed, &
some Piracies that have lately occurred in the Lakes are supposed to have been committed by them.
Although one fruitless effort has been made to regain possession, yet I despair not, the attempt will be renewed as soon
as any opening presents: as a last recourse, the Lands can be
sold to Americans who will settle them in spite of Indians,
Negroes or English. 31
Judging from Innerarity’s account there is some basis for the
assumption that the Negroes at the fort were making themselves
obnoxious in the general area. Apparently there was now a Negro
navy as well as a Negro fort, but little other mention is found of
this fact. The point is that it would be hard to attribute the whole
episode to follow (which took place in 1816) wholly to pressure
of the southern slaveholders to retain and to regain property. 32
Notice, however, that no mention was made of Negroes other
than those at the fort. The emphasis was on the militants brought
in by the British, those who were newcomers in point of time to
the heady feeling of freedom. They are the focus. Such a lack of
“T h e P a n t o n , L e s l i e P a p e r s : J a m e s I n n e r a r i t y t o J o h n F o r b e s , ”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XII (January, 1934), 128-129.
32. For an interesting but not unbiased treatment of the slaveholder
pressure, see Joshua R. Giddings, The Exiles of Florida (Columbus,
1858),

31.
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distinctions in time of peace is even less likely to be made in time
of war. Given the slave-state pressure, the question of whether
the distinction between the Negroes at the fort and the Negro
“settlers” would have been honored, bad it been recognized, is another matter. The purpose here is merely to describe the end of a
way of life.
Almost a year after Innerarity’s letter quoted above, and just
some two months or so before the end of the Congress in April,
1816, plans were set in motion on the northern side of the Florida border for bringing an end to the “menace” of the Negro fort.
Under the treaty of Fort Jackson the Creek Indians had rendered
up to the United States several million acres of land. 33 This land
had been selected so as to separate the possessions of Spain in
Florida from the Indian settlements in Georgia and Alabama, an
offhand tribute, perhaps, to Florida’s continuing attractiveness at
the time for certain classes of southern immigrants. 34 At any rate,
General Gaines had been assigned the task of taking possession of
the new acreage, fortifying it, and protecting those sent to survey
it. Under his orders, Colonel Duncan L. Clinch departed on this
mission in March of 1816. General Edmund P. Gaines in the
same month dispatched a letter to Andrew Jackson asking permission to build a fort on the Apalachicola close to the boundary. 35 This was to become known as Fort Scott. Once established
it would be necessary to provision the fort, and the most logical
and accessible supply route lay up the Apalachicola River past the
guns of the Negro fort.
In a letter to his subordinate, Colonel Clinch, General Gaines
urged haste in establishing Fort Scott saying that, “The post near
the juncture of the rivers, to which I called your attention in the
last month, must be established speedily, even if we have to fight
our way to it through the whole nation. . . . The surveyors have
commenced laying off the land to be sold and settled and they
must be protected . . . . ” The general went on to give Colonel
Clinch an “arrangement” for supplying the fort. Clinch was to
proceed down river with men and boats to meet the naval vessels
3 3 . C h a r l e s J . K a p p l e r , I n d i a n A f f a i r s , L a w s a n d T r e a t i e s , 2 vols.
(Washington, 1904), II, 107-109.
34. John Bach McMaster, A History of the People of the United States,
6 vols. (New York, 1895), IV, 430.
35. State Papers, 15th Cong., 2nd Session, No. 122, pp. 14, 15.
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which would bring supplies up the Apalachicola to the fort.
“Should the boats meet with opposition at what is called the Negro fort, arrangements will immediately be made for its destruction; and for that purpose you will be supplied with two eighteen
pounders and one howitzer, with fixed ammunition, and implements complete, to be sent in a vessel to accompany the provisions.” 36
Judging by the supplies to be sent to Colonel Clinch, the likelihood of meeting such opposition seemed more than idle conjecture. The naval end of the pincers movement was also prepared
to face disputed passage for the two supply ships involved were
accompanied by two gunboats.
Thus was the foundation laid for the destruction of the fort.
Earlier, on April 23, 1816, General Jackson had written to the
governor of Pensacola and warned him that if the Spanish were
not able to take care of the fort the United States would be compelled to destroy it in self-defense. 37 That this was little more
than a formal courtesy is revealed by Jackson’s letter to the Secretary of War, William H. Crawford, one day later. Jackson
wrote, “I have a hope that General Gaines has attended to the
subject of this Negro Fort and put an end to the depredations of
the banditti of land pirates. He has been left to his discretion to
act on this subject, with my opinion, if certain facts can be proved
against them, that their fort must be destroyed. I trust he has
taken the hint.” 38
During the same month an apparent attempt had been made
to sponsor a “native” or “local” solution to the problem of the fort.
An Indian chief by the name of Little Prince had gone down the
river to confer with some Seminole chiefs and the “ostensible
object of the visit was to adopt measures to take the negro fort.” 39
General Gaines had no great faith in the Indians but did requisition three hundred bushels of corn for their rations and justified
this, in face of his doubts, by saying, “It seemed to me proper to
encourage them in the prosecution of a measure which I felt per36. “General Gaines to Colonel Clinch,” ASP: Foreign Relations, IV,
558.
37. “General Jackson to the Governor of Pensacola,” ASP: Foreign Relations, IV, 555.
38. House Documents, 15th Cong. 2nd Sess., No. 122, p. 6.
39. “General Gaines to the Secretary of War,” ASP: Foreign Relations
IV, 557-558.
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suaded would, if successful, be attended with great benefit to
our Southern frontier inhabitants, as well as the Indians themselves.” 40
Nothing came of this scheme, however, and the United States
was obliged to prepare its own solution. Little Prince’s ardor may
have been cooled somewhat by the actions of the white men in
their fort-building activities. It would seem so, judging by his
rather pathetic letter of April 26, 1816, to the United States authorities. Little Prince complained that
You did not tell us that you would build forts along the riverbank down to the fort. . . . We do not think it friendly for
one friend to take anything from another forcibly. . . . Our
friend Hawkins told us to go down to the fort of the blacks
and take them out of it and give them to their masters; which
we are at this present, when we heard of Jackson’s orders
about building these forts. 41
The Indians, of course, were to learn many such hard lessons
in dealing with the white man.
The plans laid by the United States came to fruition in July,
1816. Colonel Clinch had pressed down the Apalachicola to the
Negro fort and the naval expedition had appeared on the river.
The fort, as was expected, showed hostility to these proceedings
and its black chief, Garcon (or Garcia), heaped abuse on a surrender delegation sent by Colonel Clinch on July 23, declaring
that he would sink any American vessel that attempted to proceed
past the fort. 42 Colonel Clinch was unable to storm the fort,
which was well built and enthusiastically defended. Accordingly,
the navy took over the task and after a few ineffectual rounds
managed by sheer chance to place a preheated round in the fort’s
powder magazine. The results were catastrophic. Of the over
300 men, women, and children in the fort, some 270 were killed
outright by the resulting explosion and the greater part of the rest
4 3
The Negro fort had been literally and
were mortally wounded.
figuratively removed from Prospect Bluff.
40. Ibid.
41. “Talk From the Little Prince . . . To The Commander of the U.S.
Forces in The Indian Nation,” ASP: Foreign Relations, IV, 558.
42. Dudley W. Knox, “A Forgotten Fight in Florida,” Detached from
U. S. Naval Institute Proceedings (April, 1936), 511.
43. House Documents, 15th Cong., 2nd Sess., No. 119, p. 16.
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The Negroes who lived along the Apalachicola, with the exception of those few who might have sought refuge in the fort,
had fled the area. Commodore Daniel Patterson, who had furnished the gunboats and supply ships for the engagement, described the area around the Negro fort in an account of the action
to Benjamin Crowninshield, Secretary of the Navy. He said that
the Negroes “had commenced several plantations on the fertile
banks of the Apalachicola, which would have yielded them every
article of substance.” 44 It was apparently a comfortable life which
they had left behind.
Events now followed with a methodical certainty. The destruction of the fort had stirred the whole area. Border incidents
occurred between Negroes and Indians on one side and the settlers and soldiers on the other. Troops from Fort Scott destroyed
an Indian settlement called Fowl Town some few miles east of
Fort Scott. In revenge a group of Negroes and Indians massacred
a boat load of Americans on its way up the Apalachicola in November of 1817. So it went. These events brought an experienced campaigner to command at Fort Scott-Andrew Jackson.
He arrived there on March 9, 1818, and shortly thereafter set off
down the banks of the Apalachicola. The war was on.
The period of the Negro’s Florida idyll was over. It had lasted,
in all its forms, over one hundred years. Now, to use Commodore Patterson’s words, “They no longer had a place to fly to.” 45

“Commodore Patterson to Secretary of Navy,” ASP: Foreign Relalations, IV, 561.
45. Ibid.
44.
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A SCIENTIST OBSERVES FLORIDA: 1870
by JOHN LARGE , J R.
O ROLL OF nineteenth century America’s eminent men of
science would be complete without the name of Jared Potter
Kirtkurd. His noteworthy career was no less of an ornament to
the historical recollection of northeastern Ohio than to the scientific fraternity of the country as a whole. Kirtland’s endeavors
led him into many areas of public enlightenment. Born in Connecticut in 1793, of deeply-rooted New England ancestry, young
Jared had shown an early enthusiasm for horticulture and natural
history. At the age of fifteen years he made an original scientific
contribution. Later in 1815, at Yale Medical College, he received
his M.D. degree as a member of the first graduating class of that
fledgling institution of medicine and launched into practice. 1 The
year 1825 found him among the pioneers of the Western Reserve
in Ohio. His worth as an individual was there given public recognition when, in 1828, he was elected to the Ohio legislature
where he served several terms. In the 1830’s he became a trustee
of Western Reserve and Ohio Agricultural colleges and held a
chair on the faculty of the Medical College of Ohio in Cincinnati.
He was appointed to assist with the Ohio geological survey and
became the president of the Third Ohio Medical Convention.
Kirtland’s distinction further increased in the following decade
when he became a founder of the Cleveland Medical College
(now a part of Western Reserve University).
The doctor’s creative mind found prolific expression in the
writing of an impressive array of articles for professional journals.
These, along with his lectures, brought him no small degree of
fame in academic circles. He corresponded and came into contact
with such foremost scientists as Louis Agassiz. He assisted in the
founding of the American Society of Geology and Natural History and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He was a member of the American Philosophical Society
and was appointed by Congress to the Board of Managers of the

N

1. In 1818, while in his mid-twenties, Kirtland served as a probate
judge in Wallingford, Connecticut.

[ 48 ]
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Smithsonian Institution. As local interest in his work grew rapidly, he organized and headed the Cleveland Academy of Natural
Science and became the editor of an agricultural journal, while
contributing to others. During 1853 he joined in a summer expedition to parts of northern Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin,
and Upper Canada where he indulged in natural history explorations. Ten years later, in the midst of the Civil War, the elderly
physician, an ardent patriot, volunteered to act as examining
surgeon for the Union troops at Columbus and Cleveland. 2
By 1870 Kirtland found himself in virtual retirement. Where
most men of his longevity might have settled back into a life of
contemplative ease, re-living their past achievements and basking
in life’s twilight glow, the Ohio doctor’s craving for the new and
unusual in horticultural, botanical, and general scientific experiences was as heightened as ever. Accordingly, at the advanced
age of seventy-seven years, he launched into preparations for a
Florida sojourn. 3 In a letter to a cousin, dated the 10th of February, Kirtland announced his intention to depart for the southernmost reaches of the United States without delay, to be accompanied by his ailing grandson and a friend. But as Kirtland envisioned the trip, it was to be no mere holiday for the rejuvenation
of the health. Typically, he proposed to carry out an ambitious
project devoted to making “extensive collections of Birds, Fishes,
Reptiles, Insects, Shells & Plants.” 4
2. More detailed biographical material for Kirtland may be found in
George M. Curtis, “Jared Potter Kirtland, M. D., Pioneer Naturalist
o f t h e W e s t e r n R e s e r v e , ” Ohio State Medical Journal, XXXVII
(October, 1941), 971-977; Benjamen Silliman, “An Obituary for
Jared Potter Kirtland,” American Journal of Science and the Arts,
XV (January, 1878), 80; J. S. Newberry, Biographical Memoirs of
the National Academy of Science, II (1886,), 129-133; Egbert
Cleave, Biographical Cyclopedia of the United States. Ohio volume
(Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1875), 13-17; Frederick C.
Waite, “Jared Potter Kirtland,” Dictionary of American Biography,
22 vols. (New York, 1928-1944), X, 438-439; Agnes R. Gehr,
“Jared Potter Kirtland, 1793-1877” (unpublished Master’s thesis,
Western Reserve University, 1950).
3. Cleave may have been the accepted authority for the information
in several of the biographical accounts that Kirtland was in Florida
as early as 1869. The evidence now indicates that he did not leave
for the South until the following year.
4. The author’s account of Kirtland’s Florida excursion is based upon
two letters: Jared P. Kirtland to Lizzie S. Potter, February 10, 1870,
and Jared P. Kirtland to Mrs. Helen P. Warner, March 14-15, 1870.
These are located in Container 6, Folder 3, Potter family letters,
Alfred Mewett papers, Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland,
Ohio.
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The irrepressible doctor had been as busy at his home in East
Rockport, Ohio, as he intended to be at his destination. “In three
days,” he wrote, “we have procured our tent, clothing and every
requisite for camping life.” He sketchily referred to their itinerary: “We go down the Ohio & Mississippi to New Orleans, thence
to the Florida Keys and [will] hunt over the grounds where Audubon’s Episodes were located. . . . ” 5 From the Keys, Kirtland
planned to travel with his small party “to the heads of [the] St.
Johns river . . . after exploring the Natural History through the
whole extent of Florida,” and arrive in Jacksonville, “the Saratoga
of the South,” by late May. “We shall,” he penned in jest, “travel
as Naturalists . . . in fatigue dresses and fill the places of the banished Seminoles. . . . ” 6 But upon reaching Jacksonville, “we shall
meet the fashionables, and throw off our indian habitats and costumes and attempt to play gentlemen.” 7
The prospects of venturing from respectable northeastern Ohio
into a relatively obscure portion of the country, as yet believed by
many to be largely uninfluenced by the orderly, intellectual, and
cultivated ways of New England had given Kirtland pause to reflect. But he resolved that traditional Yankee estimates of Florida
as a perpetually swamp-filled and disease-infested frontier wilderness refuge for unruly Indians, escaped criminals, n’er-do-wells
and, what was more intolerable, still treasonous, unreconstructed
rebels of the then lately-demised Confederate States of America
would not deter him, Admittedly, it was “a hazardous undertaking for an imbecile of 77 years. . . .” Still he considered it “a
matter of duty . . . to engage in it [for the sake of his grandson]
and . . . [would] not shrink from its dangers.” Nor could he conceal his anticipation for the abundance of “interest and instruction
to be derived [from the journey]. . . .” All his long life he had
looked forward to exploring Florida which “circumstances” had
5. Kirtland here referred to the journals of the ornithologist John
Audubon, which he urged his cousin to re-read and then to imagine
“the fields and scenes of next month’s operations.” Kirtland added
however, that he felt Audubon’s “taste and knowledge” had confined
the latter too exclusively to ornithological observations among the
Florida Keys in the early 1830’s. For Audubon’s “Episodes,” see
Maria R. Audubon, Audubon and His Journals (New York, 1897),
II, 345-371.
6. The venerable doctor wore a most un-Seminole full beard!
7. He confided to his cousin that “Before the latter character is played
out, I hope to visit New York and New England.”
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previously disallowed. But, he concluded, “Providence seems now
to favor it. . . . ”
Over a month later found Kirtland “Becalmed in Lake St.
Johns Florida,” where he set aside a few moments to jot off a
communication to another relative describing their passage by
ship from New York. Sailing down the eastern coast, they met
with a head wind and “a perfect tornado,” accompanied by thunder, lightning, rain, and hail. Under conditions where more experienced seafarers would have sought a haven of safety from
Nature’s scourgings, Kirtland was ecstatic. A genuine storm at
sea, “sublime, beautiful [and] terrific,” had evidently been one of
the desideratums of his life.
The tempest continued until the party debarked at Savannah.
The doctor then assumed the role of sightseer and tourist where
he eagerly observed, “for the first time . . . the views of a tropical
land . . . . ” The usual tropical “sensations” were absent, however: Kirtland stood on an icy deck with temperatures ranging in
the low twenties. Ashore, frost had likewise nipped the camellias
and other floral offerings in the city itself. But despite their condition, Kirtland found them “interesting objects.”
While stretching his limbs in the “handsome” Georgia coastal
community, the doctor occupied himself with the customary
points of interest. He sought out at some great length the grave of
Lyman Hall, a former governor of Georgia and one of the signers
of the Declaration of Independence. Hall and Kirtland shared
the same birthplace of Wallingford, Connecticut. But, “Alas, for
human glory!” Not only had the doctor searched in vain for the
grave, he was perplexed when “no one seemed to know that such
a person existed.” Evidently Kirtland was unaware that Hall’s remains were reposing in a prominent location in Augusta. Kirtland
“viewed with emotion the Monument and resting place of the
brave Pulaski,” the European nobleman who had given his life as
a soldier for the American cause at Savannah in 1779. The monument erected to the memory of another Revolutionary hero, Nathanael Greene, was, to the doctor’s satisfaction, “quite conspicuous,” though bearing no inscription.
A steamer on the “inner route” transported Kirtland and his
friends to Jacksonville, “a busy and thriving Yankee city,” where
the doctor met many old acquaintances. Within three days they
had chartered “a fine yacht,” winding their way southward on the
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St. Johns to the inlet of Lake Harney. All the while they explored
and collected specimens of natural history. Much had to be left
behind, Kirtland complained, due to their inability to take and
preserve it for the duration of the journey. Nevertheless, his aged
eyes beheld in delicious wonderment the exotic wild flowers seen
“at every landing” of their craft, the names and characteristics of
which he sought out among the pages of his copy of John Darby’s
Botany of the Southern States. 8 As for the “Birds, Reptiles,
Fishes &c.,” the doctor claimed a familiarity with these, “by
means of scientific works.”
As with other Florida visitors from Northern climes, Kirtland
expressed delight at the groves of fully-laden orange trees. He had
arrived at the proper season to savor the perfume of the blossoms,
“as deliciously fragrant, as the winds of the Spice Islands.” But
he was less enthused over the climate which he described as
“warm, sultry and depressing to a Northern constitution” and
doubted its “favorable influence over invalids. More health is here
lost than gained.” Kirtland decided that much he had heard
about the curative and convalescent blessings of the state was
sheer exaggeration. “For a pleasure trip,” wrote the doctor, “especially for a Naturalist, it will perhaps pay to sojourn here a brief
time - but no well to do northern family should ever think of
locating in Florida.” He judged that “no sanitary influences of climate” were responsible for the marked improvement in the condition of his grandson’s health; rather, this was the result, Kirtland
supposed, “more from exemption from care and business. . . .” The
doctor again expressed gratitude to “a Kind Providence” for preserving his own constitution and “for sustaining and protecting
me thus far in this journey.”
Even the vicissitudes of weather along the St. Johns - from
severe thunder showers which sent their craft pitching and rolling, to clear and inviting skies - did not prevent Kirtland from
making an inquiring reference in his letter to “the civilized world”
8. Possibly this same small volume of Darby’s Botany was seen by the
author. A copy of Botany is a part of the collection of the Western
Reserve University Biological Library which was acquired in November, 1900, from Kirtland’s granddaughter, Mrs. Caroline P. Cutter.
O n t h e f l y l e a f i s D a r b y ’s a u t o g r a p h , p r e s u m a b l y , w i t h t h e d a t e
“January [?], 1865 - from the Southern Confederacy.” Darby was a
contemporary of Kirtland. Both men died during the same year,
1877.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol42/iss1/1

68

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42, Issue 1

A S CIENTIST O BSERVES F LORIDA : 1870

53

far away to the North, from which his little group had received no
news for many days. He supposed that “our friends at the north”
were surviving the last stages of harsh winter, while he and his
companions were “melting with heat, and tortured with mosquitoes and sand flies.” Added to this discomfort, each night the old
doctor and his party were “serenaded with the bellowings of alligators.” The problem of thirst-quenching, in the absence of any
“stimulating drink,” was partially solved with the advice of a rustic, or perhaps through the Yankee ingenuity of Kirtland himself. The “brackish and sulphurous waters” of the St. Johns were
concocted with “the juice of the wild and sour orange,” resulting
in a not unpalatable beverage.
“The immense and numerous Shell-Mounds,” exclaimed the
doctor after he had encountered these famous archaeological curiosities along the river, “are as wonderful as the pyramids of
Egypt, and perhaps as old.” He speculated that these “works of
art” had accumulated after the snails which had inhabited them
were used as food, perhaps by a prehistoric people, “after the manner of the French . . . of this day. . . .” Groups of sand heaps
likewise drew his attention. He thought them to be “the work of
a race anterior to the late Seminoles - perhaps the ancestors of
the first discovered Mexicans.”
Kirtland took advantage of opportunities to observe examples
of the human species in Florida. In an ex-Confederate state still
caught up in the turmoil of Reconstruction, the doctor was optimistic over “the intelligent Southern people” with whom he had
daily contact. They were understandably sad, yet “meeting their
reverses with a dignified and philosophic resignation.” Any bitterness and hostility which they harbored toward their conquerors
would cease “if universal amnesty were at once extended to them.
. . . ” For the class of “poor whites,” Kirtland had little use. They
were “an ignorant, treacherous and unreliable race,” apparently
bearing little resemblance to anything in the doctor’s own Western Reserve. He reasoned that they had “lost little except life” in
the war, were completely lacking in “manners, morals, or intelligence” and that “the most exciting topic at present among them
. . . [was] ‘are they as good as the Niggers?’ ”
Kirtland sorrowed over the “numerous cases of individual suffering and impoverishment caused by the rebellion,” though he
took note of the Negroes who appeared happy and faithful to an
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occupation, especially when they were assured of some financial
reward. Toward their former masters, they were “rather shy,”
but, to their credit, they were engaged in learning some of the
fundamentals of education while accumulating property. Florida’s
colored folk, Kirtland asserted, had a “dear comprehension” of the
peculiar predicament of their race, but were “so monkey-imitative
of the fashions, vices & Follies of the Whites and so destitute of
originality,” that he despaired of their making any significant contribution to “the reputation of this State” for a long while.
Kirtland lay aside his pen in anticipation of going ashore at a
place called Buffalo Bluff for more exploring and collecting. 9 Ultimately, he and his companions reached home and, within seven
years from the time his Florida adventures had begun, the doctor
was speedily drawing near to the close of his productive life. A
scientific inquirer of distinction in Florida, he would take his
place with such men as Perrine, Catesby, John and William Bartram, Michaux, Chapman, Croom, Small, Wyman, and Moore. 10
His scholarly, inquisitive appearance must have caught the eye of
many an observant Floridian wherever he traveled among them.
As for Florida, Kirtland, the “Sage of Rockport,” expressed an
opinion heard as frequently then as now among those who knew
of its enduring charms: it was “truly a wonderful country.”

9. Buffalo Bluff lay below Palatka on the St. Johns between Murphy
Island and Horse Landing in Putnam County.
10. For additional accounts of scientists and scientific explorers in
Florida, see H. Harold Hume, “Botanical Explorers of the Southeastern United States,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXI (April,
1943), 289-302; Nelson Klose, “Dr. Henry Perrine, Tropical Plant
Enthusiast,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXVII (October, 1948),
189-201.
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Crusade for Democracy. By V. M. Newton. (Ames: Iowa University Press, 1961. v, 308 pp. Bibliography, index. $3.95.)
The author, who is the Tampa Tribune’s colorful and aggressive managing editor, is journalism’s most active campaigner (and
one of the nation’s) in behalf of the people’s right to know what
goes on in their government. Here he presents that theme with
verve, an abundance of documentation, and sustained interest.
In guaranteeing the freedom of the press the Constitution
also implicitly placed an obligation on newspapers to meet their
responsibility under that trust. Yet, it is the agencies of the government itself which undertake to thwart that “contract” through
secret meetings, closed-door sessions, and by overgenerous use of
the various classification labels which restrict and make unavailable public documents: “A free press simply cannot exist in a secret government.”
In his capacity as chairman of the freedom of information
committee of Sigma Delta Chi, the newspaper fraternity, Newton’s incessant and frequently successful war against the secrecy
evil reached into many high places in many states of the United
States, into both houses of Congress, offices of the cabinet members, and into the White House. His book takes you with him on
these excursions.
In Crusade he is at his best when he discusses the activities of
his newspaper and others in keeping the people of Florida informed of the wiles of their own government at all levels.
This phase, dealing with the reorganization of Tampa’s onetime gang and boss-controlled government; the extraction of politics from much of Florida’s public school system; the exposure of
corruption and waste at the state level; the prison system’s sweatbox scandals; and politics, industry, and business as bedfellows, is
relatively contemporary. The list is as modern as integration and
reapportionment. It is an exciting and compelling recitation of
some of the less-than-holy conduct that went into public administration in the years when Florida was emerging from its rural to
its urban economy; a succession of sparkling side bars on the se[ 55 ]
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ductions that mar history’s moral progress. These chapters especially recommend Crusade to Quarterly readers.
Newton has no patience with the numerous or expensive and
extravagant press agents who have attached themselves to public
payrolls to conceal or taint the facts so as to give official conduct
a better complexion and flavor. He has even less patience with
newspapers and newspapermen who accept the situation, whose
discernment is inadequate to penetrate pretense, and who are incapable or indifferent to endless digging in the available public
records which reveal much more than comes to public attention.
Many resourceful newspapermen deplore being termed crusaders because enemies of the craft have invested the word with
opprobrium. Not so Newton: “I am one newspaperman who sees
nothing disgraceful in the word ‘crusade.’ ”
J OHN D. P ENNEKAMP
Miami Herald

Bethell’s History of Point Pinellas. By John A. Bethell with Foreword by Florence Bethell Loader. (St. Petersburg: Great Outdoors Publishing Co., 1962. 95 pp. Foreword and illustrations. Hard cover $2.50. Soft cover $1.00.)
An Informal History of St. Petersburg. By Page S. Jackson. (St.
Petersburg: Great Outdoors Publishing Co., 1962. 93 pp.
Biography, table of contents, foreword, maps, and illustrations. Hard cover $2.50. Soft cover $1.00.)
Floridians new and old will welcome the reprinting of the
earliest existing record of the lower Pinellas peninsula. John
Bethell was a true historian, dedicated to accuracy. His appreciation of humanity, nature, and drama; his homely philosophy;
and his keen humor color this delightful historical sketch of fortyfive years - from the first settlement, in 1843, to completion of a
railroad to “deadend” St. Petersburg - without sacrificing scrupulous truth or detail.
At the outset of Civil War, Bethell’s was one of only five
families on the peninsula. After the conflict, Lieutenant Bethell
returned to stay. At eighty-one, he succeeded admirably with his
aim to “lay a foundation for future historians to build upon.”
Page Jackson is the third author (following Straub and Gris-
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mer) to build scaffolding on Bethell’s firm foundation. Not the
painstaking historian Bethell was, he candidly aims “as much at
entertaining as informing,” with “no apology for inaccuracies.”
The story of St. Petersburg (which now practically encompasses
the entire lower peninsular which Bethell fished, hunted, and
grubbed) is capsuled from very early geological formation to the
spanning of lower Tampa Bay. Perceiving the significance of
Pinellas’ accessibility, Jackson hails the Sunshine Skyway just as
Bethell hailed the Orange Belt Railroad as the launching of a new
historical era.
Jackson gives the impression that St. Petersburg’s phenomenal
growth and present-day metropolitan assets sprang from stark
nothingness. He has not seen the pristine beauty and abundance
which pioneers like Bethell saw, or known those hard-working,
foresighted men and women who made the most of Pinellas’ and
their own innate resources.
Nothwithstanding typographical and punctuation errors, misspellings (e. g., one “1” in “Bethell” on the cover!), mismating of
illustrations with the texts, and disappointing absence of credit
for some fine pencil drawings in Point Pinellas, both books are
well worth the paperback price.
M ARION Z AISER
(Author of The Beneficent Blaze:
The Story of Major Lew B. Brown)
Tales of West Pasco. By Ralph Bellwood. (Hudson, Florida: Albert J. Makovec, Printer, 1962. 108 pp. Foreword, illustrations. $1.50.)
This little book is appropriately titled for it consists of more
than a hundred tales of the west Pasco area, each complete in itself, which were first printed separately in the New Port Richey
Press and the Hudson News. The stories reflect a deep nostalgic
interest in the “good old days” beginning with the coming of A.
M. Richey from Missouri to the Gulf coast of Florida in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century to give his name to Port Richey
and later to the more modern New Port Richey. Hudson was born
as a community when Isaac Washington Hudson brought his ten
children there in 1875. Fishermen, cattlemen, and grove owners
settled around Elfers, originally known as Sapling Woods, when
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“bear, deer, wildcats and panthers frequented the area around
Orange Lake, that is the heart of New Port Richey now.” Readers
will get a glimpse of sponge fishing boats lying offshore and five
acres of crawls in shoal water where the sponges were kept until
ready to be cleaned and dried, and of commercial and sports fishing when fish were plentiful and fishing gear less elaborate, when,
for example, Babe Ruth used a cane pole. Yarns about piney
woods cattle and razorback hogs and quail in such quantities that
hunters exceeded the bag limit of 30 per day and 350 for a season
add color to the pictures of a bygone era. Obvious, too, is the impact of the booming twenties in such stories as the ‘Hudson-Aripeka Board of Trade” (pp. 30-33) and the names of newcomers
in those years. The author himself came from Virginia for a brief
vacation and found himself called to the pastorate of the Baptist
Churches at Aripeka and Elfers. Like many a newcomer he became interested in the stories told by old timers and watched with
keen interest the changes in the passing scene. He certainly “went
native” and expressed the sentiment of many Floridians of an
earlier day in “The Yankee and the Cracker” when he wrote: “We
feel that the Cracker has been far more gracious in many respects
than the Yankee. Oh, we are fully conscious of the money the
Yankee has brought and invested, and by no means do we argue
against it, for it has brought progress and opened up avenues for
thousands who came to enjoy the fabulous climate, but it broke up
a way of life and invaded the privacy of people that were satisfied
and content with the environment. Frankly it was similar in a
sense to the white man taking over the land from the Indians”
(p. 52).
The volume is well illustrated with reproductions of old photographs which add authenticity as well as color to the stories.
A locations map would add measurably to the value of the book
for people less familiar with the region. One could also wish that
these stories were woven into a more complete narrative account
of the origin and development of settlements whose past can too
easily be lost in the rapid transformation of the Florida landscape
being wrought in places like West Pasco.
C HARLTON W. T EBEAU
University of Miami
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Travels with Charley, In Search of America. By John Steinbeck.
(New York: The Viking Press, 1962. 246 pp. $4.95.)
Comparison of our Nobel Prize winners, though odious, may
be instructive. John Steinbeck, for example, is more akin to Pearl
Buck than to either William Faulkner or Ernest Hemingway.
Steinbeck’s latest book, a beatnik grand tour of the United
States, starts out with an exciting account of “Donna” walloping
his Sag Harbor, Long Island, cottage. The hurricane did extensive damage in the peninsula state, too, but this doesn’t fit into
his picture. In fact, when he gets his gear stowed away after the
blow, he embarks for Bangor musing about how much he prefers
autumn sight-seeing in exciting, chilly Maine to October in uneventful, warm Florida. The horrible vision of “sitting on a nylonand-aluminum chair out on a changelessly green lawn slapping
mosquitoes in the evening” hurts him until he drinks a tumbler
of vodka and forgets it.
As long as he follows the Canadian border towards the occident, Steinbeck’s reactions are eager, and interested, but when
he turns from Seattle, he begins to yawn. Later, still, levanting
from Salinas to Texas, he transmits his boredom by repeating
tiresome, old jokes about the size of the lone star state, its cowboy boots, chauvinism, and so on.
Reviving as he approaches Louisiana, he gradually works
himself into such a rage at the puerility of some segregationists
that he appears willing to turn Dixieland over to the Black Moslems. The outward and visible signs of his agitation attract public attention. So on the edge of New Orleans he warily parks
Rocinante, his mobile home, and Charley, his pet poodle, where
they will be relatively safe from suspicious white tribesmen and
takes a taxi to within a block of the school where the disturbances have been taking place. There he is able to spy on the natives without being detected until, outraged beyond endurance
by the naughty war cries of some pale-face “cheerladies,” he scurries away to safety north of the Mason-Dixon line.
Some twenty-odd years ago Edmund Wilson spoke disapprovingly of “Mr. Steinbeck’s tendency to present human life in animal terms.” In Travels with Charley, the pooch and Rocinante,
his “three-quarter-ton pickup truck equipped with miniature
ship’s cabin,” are closer to genus homo than his representative
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Southerners are, and more simpatico than any bipeds observed
during the journey.
En fin, just as Pearl Buck took us to China to see the truth
about mankind as she knew it, so Steinbeck would have us go to
canines and cars, consider their ways, and be wise. Hemingway
and Faulkner on the other hand chose daring Americans for their
heroes although there is evidence that the Nobel Prize was awarded the Mississippian in the mistaken belief that he, too, hated
the South.
F RANCIS J. T HOMPSON
University of Tampa

Cycles of Conquest. By Edward H. Spicer. (Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1962. xii, 609 pp. Illustrations, maps,
bibliography, index. $ 12.50.)
The University of Arizona has given us an excellent work
which, although it has no reference to Florida, should be called
to the attention of Florida historians. The subtitle reads “The
Impact of Spain, Mexico and the United States on the Indians
of the Southwest, 1533-1960.” Similar work is needed in the
Southeast to determine the Spanish, English, and American impact from 1513 to our days. And what we need is a Spicer because author Spicer is to top-flight scholar.
Spicer said that in view of the many specialized monographs
dealing with separate Indian cultures-but no overall acculturation study-he was convinced of the need for a synthesis. This
is the result. It deals mainly with the regions of Arizona and
New Mexico in the United States, and Chihuahua and Sonora
in Mexico. Even so, the study is quite detailed and is not a too
broad generalization. It is indeed a happy combination of depth
and summing up of a vast topic. Professor Spicer has a high respect for the Spanish-Indian relationship but still criticizes certain endeavors. He is less enthusiastic about Mexican attitudes
and behavior and he is most open-minded and discussive about
American Indian policies. For example, he tells us, “The shift in
Indian policy which took place in the 1930’s was actuated by a
view of acculturation processes similar to that of the Spaniards
who built the transitional mission communities.”
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There is no doubt that many will find points of debate with
Spicer. The Florida historian will want to see what can be applied to our area-and much can.
C HARLES W. A RNADE
University of South Florida

The Colonial Records of South Carolina, Series I: Journal of the
Commons House of Assembly, March 28, 1749-March 19
1750. Edited by J. Harold Easterby and Ruth S. Green. (Columbia: South Carolina Archives Department, 1962. 490
pp. Preface and index. $12.50.)
This volume, the ninth in the South Carolina Archives Department’s series, contains the proceedings of four sessions of the
lower house of the General Assembly, May 1749-March 1750.
When the Commons House was convened, the members’ response to news that Great Britain was officially at peace was to
concentrate on domestic and local affairs. In fact, only persistent
prodding by Governor James Glen brought the Commons to provide the funds necessary to support the independent companies
carried over from the wartime establishment. Generally the Commons was on good terms with the governor, but legislative relations with the Council were not so smooth. The upper house
rejected two measures of the Commons for encouraging immigration and for subsidizing experiments in potash manufacture.
The Commons responded with sharply worded resolutions that
it had “the sole right” of raising money by taxes to supply the
Crown, and therefore, “no other branch had any right to increase
or diminish any grant of money” for that purpose.
Acts to regulate the packing of indigo and the weight of bread,
to prevent the spread of epidemics in Charles Town, and for the
annual appropriation were the fruits of the sessions. Much committee study and floor debate was devoted to similar matters: aid
to the free school; ferry licenses; proposals for cleaning Charles
Town’s streets and marking the approaches to its harbor; and
ideas for new industries, roads, and nostrums.
This is the last volume in the series to appear under the editorship of the late J. Harold Easterby. It was brought to completion by his assistant, Ruth S. Green. It is to be hoped that work
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on this fine series will go forward and that high editorial standards and pleasing format will continue to be the characteristics
of the series.
R OBERT S. LAMBERT
Clemson College

The Department of War, 1781 - 1795. By Harry M. Ward.
(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1962. xi, 287
pp. Notes, appendices, bibliography, index. $4.95.)
Professor Ward has given a good account of the development
of the Department of War from its inception to 1795, and in so
doing he has covered a period which has been badly neglected.
This monograph explains in some detail the evolution of the
United States military establishment during its formative period
and clearly shows the influence of the personalities of the first
two secretaries, Benjamin Lincoln and Henry Knox. This is
especially significant in a period when Governmental departments
were small enough to reflect the character of a single individual,
and the differences in the makeup and ideas of Lincoln and Knox
were clearly reflected in the administration of the department.
This work covers the period of the demobilization of the Continental Army, the Indian Wars, and the Whiskey Rebellion. It
also describes in some detail the transition from confederation
to federal government and its effect on the executive departments.
The author shows the reluctance of Congress to provide an adequate military establishment, either by creating a standing army
large enough to defend the frontier or by adopting a plan to develop a strong militia as proposed by Secretary Knox. It was not
until the nation bad suffered two humiliating defeats at the hands
of the Indians that Congress, with great reluctance, provided the
force necessary to defeat them. Although the army was used to
suppress the Whiskey Rebellion, its administration was taken over
by Secretary of the Treasury Hamilton, and Knox resigned shortly thereafter.
The appendices contain useful information on the organization of the Department of War, and the bibliography is excellent.
Professor Ward has obviously done an extensive piece of welldocumented research, as a whole interesting and readable; how-
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ever, it is marred by some typographical errors and print which
is hard on the eyes.
This monograph should be most useful to military historians
and others interested in the formative period of the military establishment.
F RANK L. O WSLEY , J R .
Auburn University

The Twilight of Federalism: The Disintegration of the Federalist
Party, 1815 - 1830. By Shaw Livermore, Jr. (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1962. xii, 292 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $6.00.)
This study is “an effort to find out what happened to the Federalists during the years between Madison’s and Jackson’s administrations” (viii). The conclusion, after “a search of the sources,”
is that the Federalists who “certainly did not leave the arena . . .
tied themselves to . . . the many factions that arose and . . . in
1828 . . . had as many men . . . in Jackson’s camp as in Adams’ ”
(viii-ix). Thus the stereotype that “Federalism and Federalists
were destroyed in 1816, only to reappear years later . . . put a
dreadful scare into the ranks of Republicans who in turn found
a redoubtable champion just in time to save the day” (vii-viii)
has once again been laid to rest.
In the course of his study Mr. Livermore has contributed
some acute commentaries regarding the relation of the Federalists
to the continuance of the caucus system, to the presidential campaign in 1824, and to the course of one-party government as well
as the revival of a two-party system. Some interesting and important (though not particularly novel) observations on Jeffersonianism, the nature of Federalist philosophy, and the general
ineptness of the Federalists are offered in the preface and in the
first and last chapters. The intervening material, constituting a
chronological recital of political maneuvering between 1816
and 1828 is old style political history from which little emerges
clearly. There are other minor limits to Mr. Livermore’s study:
southern and western Federalists are deliberately excluded; no
meaningful identification is made of individual Federalists, nor
is there a campsite portrait; there are fanciful speculations re-
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garding the consequences of the Federalists holding aloof from
political life as a “bitter but powerful minority” (p. 267); an
unhistorical penchant for the two-party system intrudes on more
than one occasion. But the major exception that one must offer
to The Twilight of Federalism is that the issues, political ideas,
and the problems of party organization and techniques and leadership are not (despite some suggestive hints) fused into a cohesive synthesis. It may be unfair to criticize an author for what
he did not set out to do, yet one cannot but complain that Mr.
Livermore has not done what needs to be done for realistic political history - the more the pity since Manning Dauer’s The
Adams Federalists showed the way.
Mr. Livermore has given us some well-researched minutiae,
and some cogent commentary on politics and parties. He has not
provided a definitive study of the decline of the Federalists.
H ANS H AMMOND
Rutgers, The State University

The Papers of Henry Clay. Edited by James F. Hopkins and
Mary W. M. Hargreaves. Volume II, The Rising Statesman,
1815 - 1820. (Lexington: University of Kentucky Press,
1961. viii, 939 pp. $15.00.)
In the period from 1815 to 1820 Henry Clay’s political career was at times closely interwoven with the history of Florida.
As speaker of the House of Representatives, he sought vainly to
censure General Andrew Jackson for his allegedly high-handed
conduct during the campaign against the Seminoles. Clay attempted, also unsuccessfully, to block the ratification of the
Adams-Onis Treaty on the grounds that the United States should
not have abandoned its claim to Texas in order to acquire Florida
from Spain. His argument that Florida’s “intrinsic value was incomparably less than that of Texas” is more likely to win approval
in the lone star state, where this review is being written, than in
the sunshine state, where it will be published.
Volume two of The Papers of Henry Clay, which sheds light
upon these and other political and diplomatic matters in which
Clay played an important role, maintains the high standards established when volume one appeared in 1951. It contains less ma-
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terial relating to the social and legal history of Kentucky than did
the preceding volume mainly because Clay was away from the
state much of the time and his law practice consequently suffered.
The volume ends just at the time when Clay had announced his
decision to abandon politics temporarily so that he could concentrate upon the legal profession in an effort to recoup his personal
fortunes which had declined during his busy years of public
service.
While The Papers of Henry Clay present us with a wealth of
new material relating to Clay’s public career, it is disappointing
but understandable that they reveal so little about the personality
of the man. The editors, of course, are not responsible for this
deficiency, for Clay was an extravert who won his place of leadership through personal face-to-face dealings with his fellow men.
Just as his speeches do not convey in cold print the magnetic
quality that his contemporaries attributed to them, so The Papers
of Henry Clay fail to breathe life into the personality of the
statesman about whom a Louisiana matron once said “What a
pity that such a man should ever die.”
E DWIN A. M ILES
University of Houston

Washington: Village and Capital, 1800-1878. By Constance McLaughlin Green.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1962. xviii, 445 pp. Illustrations, bibliographical note, bibliography, index. $8.50.)
This is the first of a projected two-volume work of both history and urban analysis. The intent is to compare the national
capital’s history with that of other American cities in such areas
as philanthropy and humanitarianism, government, the structure
of society, commercial development, and general urban problems.
However, as the author notes, the absence of statistical and sociological material for the period here covered requires that analysis replace narrative; and even the narrative lacks depth precisely
because it lacks reference to the rest of American society. On the
other hand, except for Reconstruction municipal politics there is
no adequate attention to this outstanding characteristic of Washington.
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Though planned as a symbol of the Republic’s aspirations,
Washington was likewise at first expected to be a sort of nineteenth century Brazilia that would possess economic and political
might. This book relates how this concept failed to materialize
yet how after the discouragements of the early years (haunted by
the fear of Congress’ removal and culminating with the British
destruction of 1814) determined citizens consciously rebuilt a
city to be both permanent and national. Banks, factories, distilleries, canals, and railroads appeared, accompanied by churches,
orphanages, theatres, and the usual nineteenth-century urban
problems of crime, education, slavery, poverty, fire prevention,
and public works. Mrs. Green’s pace is swift and her skillful
summary is generally inclusive although along with politics she
leaves out the significant story of organized vice with its political
connotations.
Curiously for a Washington historian, the author seems antiSouthern or at least anti-nineteenth-century Southern. She manages to say without quite saying that free Negroes were disliked
only in the South; that Southern manners were “barbaric;” that
a slaveocracy ruled; and that even as of that date, secession was
not only wrong but senseless. She is so partial toward the Negro
that much of the otherwise valuable material on this subject is
marred by bias. Her best chapters are on the Civil War and immediately post-war years.
The research for the book was wide and thorough; the style
is engaging; and the author has achieved her hope to open research paths for others to follow.
WILLIAM K M ASTERSON
Rice University

The Devil’s Backbone, the Story of the Natchez Trace. By Jonathan Daniels. (New York: McGraw-Hill Company, 1962.
278 pp. $6.95.)
This is the first of the books published in the American Trail
Series. Jonathan Daniels started his account of the Natchez Trace
with the arrival of Hendando DeSoto in the pine and oak covered
slashes of the country west of the Tombigbee River. This was
in the neighborhood of present day Chickasaw County, Missis-
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sippi. Here the land divides between Choctaw and Chickasaw
country, with the Choctaws living south of the line. The Natchez
Trace itself cut a diagonal gore southwestward from Nashville
and the south bank of the Cumberland River to the great loess
bluffs about Natchez on the Mississippi. It crossed the scrub oaks
above the Tennessee, skirted the blackbelt prairies of Mississippi,
cut across the pine hills of the Choctaw country in central and
eastern Mississippi, and then pitched into the wilds of the swampy
bottoms of the Pearl River, following the Pearl to Jackson, and
then leading off diagonally to Natchez. On the road to Natchez
it led through vine and cane-shrouded bluffs and swamps-a
land which nature itself had clothed in mystery, and made a setting for almost any crime that man could imagine.
The Trace was part of a commercial artery which reached
northward into Ohio, and even eastward along the later National
Road. It was an early part of the national interstate system of
trails. Once the Mississippi River system was opened to the upriver trade, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Tennessee boatmen
traveled this way on their return home. They took with them
the proceeds from sale of their products in the form of coin silver and articles which they had purchased. Thus they made rich
picking for the scum that shadowed the path in hope of easy
gain.
About Natchez the story of bloodshed and barbarity antedated the arrival of the boatmen. French, Spaniard, Indian, and
anglo-Americans schemed, fought, and murdered for the control
of the land. Disease, murder, and open warfare took heavy tolls
of the lives of whites and Indians alike. An evil hand grasped
this wild swamp empire. Hatred showed itself on every hand.
Along the Trace in time there were well-known bandits of
many stripes. Among these were Little Harpe, Samuel Mason,
John R. Murrell, and Joseph Thompson Hare. These brigands
pillaged, murdered, and harrassed people from one end of the
Trace to another. In time they ran into trouble themselves at
the hands of irate and determined travelers who proposed to make
the road safe to travel.
Not all the travelers on the Natchez Trace were sweaty farmer-boatmen or bloody bandits. Andrew Jackson traveled this way
with his bride Rachel Donelson. Lorenzo and Peggy Dow went
along the Trace in search of congregations and lost souls. James
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Wilkinson, a gentlemanly brigand brought home to Kentucky the
proceeds of his trade downstream. John F. H. Claiborne, and
hundreds more people on the move, penetrated the old Southwest by this route. Like the old Wilderness Road, the Natchez
Trace became a funnel which poured a restless civilization into
the lower Mississippi Valley. Eager-eyed Carolinians and Virginians ran away from poverty in search of good lands and personal fortunes following the signing of the Dancing Rabbit Treaty.
In turn sorrowful Choctaws traveled the road as a “trail of tears”
on their way to removal to the Indian Territory beyond the Mississippi.
Jonathan Daniels is a skilled observer of the human scene.
He traveled through the Natchez country in the 1930’s rediscovering the South. He has drawn on an enormous number of
sources, many of them almost as obscure as the Natchez Trace
itself, to write a broad colorful narrative of this part of the American frontier. Few southern historians write with the color, verve,
and insight into their subjects as does Mr. Daniels. His mature
appraisals of the many and diverse facts surrounding the tradition
and legend-ridden road of the old Southwest gives the reader assurance that he at last knows for certain what gave so much flavor
to the region from Nashville to Natchez.
T HOMAS D. C LARK
University of Kentucky

Lion of White Hall: The Life of Cassius M. Clay. By David L.
Smiley. (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1962.
ix, 294 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $6.00.)
Cassius Marcellus Clay, a kinsman of Henry Clay, was a hellraising, knife-wielding, second-rate politician whose checkered
career was one of stupidity, selfishness, and failure.
An outspoken critic of slavery, Clay turned away from the
typical abolitionist approach emphasizing moral issues and stoutly maintained that unless the South abandoned slavery as a system of labor, economic stagnation must result. Industrial expansion, he argued, was the key to prosperity and could flourish only in a free society.
Despite the protests of Kentucky citizens, Clay began to pub-
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lish an emancipation journal called The True American. However, in August of 1845, his printing presses were dismantled
by a citizen’s committee and shipped to Cincinnati where publication was later resumed under a Lexington date line.
Clay volunteered for service in the Mexican War, some say
for political expediency, but saw little action since he was captured and imprisoned for many months. In the 1850’s he continued his antislavery activities by attacking the Whigs and supporting the Free Soil party. Later he became a Republican and
campaigned for Lincoln in the hope of winning a Cabinet post.
However, as a minor reward, Clay was appointed Minister to Russia where for seven years he helped to keep the Russians sympathetic to the Union. During his stay in Russia, he fathered an
illegitimate son, entertained beyond his means, and accepted paidup shares of stock from the Russian-American Telegraph Company for peddling influence in official circles. Later he claimed
that he had much to do with the purchase of Alaska but he is
scarcely mentioned in the official correspondence.
After returning to Kentucky from the Court of the Czars,
Clay launched into politics, first as a Liberal Republican. Then
in 1876 he bolted the party and joined the Democrats in the
hope of securing some lucrative office. In 1884, he again swapped
parties and supported the Republican ticket; however, Cleveland
won and Clay gave up politics in disgust. He then retired to his
estate-White Hall-and took up the life of an eccentric country squire. In seclusion he wrote his memoirs and at the age of
eighty-six married a fourteen-year-old wife who left him three
years later. Clay died in 1903 a bitter, senile old man, frustrated and disillusioned.
Professor Smiley’s biography of Clay will be of particular interest to students of the Civil War era. Despite some minor imperfections, the book portrays an interesting and colorful figure
of the period and will never need to be redone.
CHARLES S. D AVIS
Winthrop College
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Military Memoirs
by T. Harry
Press, 1962.
tions, index.

of a Confederate. By E. P. Alexander, edited
Williams. (Bloomington: Indiana University
652 pp. Editor’s introduction, notes, illustra$7.95.)

This stout volume is a personal recollection of the eastern
military campaigns of the Civil War. The author, Edward Porter
Alexander, a Georgian who graduated from West Point, was a
Confederate officer who served in those campaigns throughout
the war. Advancing from signal officer under Beauregard to artillery commander for Lee, Alexander became “one of America’s
greatest artillerists,” according to the book’s editor, T. Harry Williams.
The memoirs are well written and precise. The author’s use
of official records and memoirs of other participants adds to the
book’s dependability. Alexander analyzed carefully most of the
battles and military movements in the eastern sector, describing
in fine detail fortunes of the Confederacy. He explained that his
purpose was to criticize each campaign as one would judge tactics
in a chess game. This he accomplished. In fact, he was so successful that his unsparing mention of Confederate as well as
Union errors brought severe censure from the South when the
book was first published in 1907.
Alexander found cause to criticize most of the commanders
and lesser officers of the Army of the Potomac as well as their
counterparts in the Army of Northern Virginia, including Lee.
He censured Joseph E. Johnston for giving poor orders; Beauregard for failing to pursue the enemy after its defeat at First Bull
Run; Longstreet for bungling orders in the attack in the Seven
Days Battle; Stonewall Jackson for his listless efforts in the latter
campaign; and a number of other military leaders for their leisurely obedience of battle orders. He evaluated McClellan as a
good organizer but incapable of leading an army to battle; Hood,
as incompetent; Fremont, as timid in forcing battle; and Burnside and Hooker, as less than adequate as military commanders.
Grant’s tactics and strategy also suffer under Alexander’s minute
analysis. It is not to be supposed, however, that Alexander saw
only the errors. He had high regard for leaders in both armies
and gave credit where credit was due in particular battles and
campaigns. He also makes a good case for an over-all military
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policy for the utilization of interior lines to shuttle Confederate
troops from east to west and back again to overcome the superior
numbers of the Union armies.
Adding to the seemingly endless stream of books about the
military aspects of the Civil War, Alexander’s memoirs constitute
an indispensable source for military historians. In his efforts to
present information for the reader to follow his painstaking analysis, however, Alexander traces almost every skirmish and battle
formation in such detail as to make reading difficult to all except
the military historian. The introduction and explanatory notes by
the editor have added greatly to the book’s value, particularly to
readers not so well acquainted with the strategy and action within
the battles of the war. To all who tend to forget the human cost
of the war or to deprecate the courage of those who fought it, the
book stands as a reminder.
D U R W A R D LO N G
Florida Southern College

Halleck: Lincoln’s Chief of Staff. By Stephen E. Ambrose. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1962. vi, 226
pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $5.00.)
This scholarly, sympathetic biography of Henry W. Halleck
does much to rehabilitate Lincoln’s “misunderstood, maligned and
unappreciated” general-in-chief and chief of staff. In his defense
of Halleck, the author makes it clear, however, that the General’s
contribution to the Union victories was as an administrator and
not as a field commander.
While serving in the West, Halleck succeeded despite a lack
of imagination and audacity because he was able “to supply eager,
fighting generals with well armed and adequately provisioned
troops to be used at the decisive points-Fort Donelson, New Madrid, Shiloh, and Pea Ridge.” After being promoted to generalin-chief of the armies in 1862, he worked tirelessly on reforms
designed “to eliminate politicians from the inner machinations of
the army.” Such changes took time and all were not completely
achieved “but Halleck never relinquished his program. When the
South finally conceded the struggle, she surrendered to the finest
army the United States had ever put in the field. Halleck, as
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much as anyone else, made the army.” When Grant was moved
east in 1864 to take over as supreme commander, Halleck was
given the chief of staff’s job. Even though this was a demotion
for him, he accepted the new position without complaint. Acting
as liaison between Lincoln and Grant and between Grant and his
departmental commander, he performed burdensome administrative details and thereby helped free the general-in-chief for duty
in field with the Army of the Potomac. As a manager of war
“Old Brains” was certainly capable and in the words of the author: “A democracy waging a modern, total war requires a businessman-soldier to manage the war machine. This Halleck did.”
This volume should be of interest to students of the Civil War,
not only because it throws new light on Halleck, but also because
it outlines Union strategy during the war and portrays the evolution of the modern command system. In addition, there is a discussion of Jomini’s principles of war and how they were modified
by Halleck, Sherman, and others, resulting in the total war philosophy.
J OHN G. B ARRETT
Virginia Military Institute

“Beast” Butler, The Incredible Career of Major General Benjamin F. Butler. By Robert Werlich. (Washington: Quaker
Press, 1962. 160 pp. $3.95.)
Of Benjamin F. Butler (1818-1893), contemporaries John
Hay and John G. Nicolay wrote: “In all the war no man was so
severely criticized by his enemies or more warmly defended by his
friends.” (Abraham Lincoln, V, 276).
In this short account of the life of the lawyer, soldier, and
politician who was among the most picturesque and controversial
men of his age, Mr. Werlich sides decisively with Butler’s enemies. So complete is his emphasis on the “Beast’s” many faults
and misdeeds, both real and rumored, that one must wonder
whether this is a biography or an indictment. The voices of defense are indeed muted.
Mr. Werlich states in his foreword: “Many readers may not
agree with this interpretation of General Butler’s life, and will say
that this writer has minimized his good points-all that can be
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said in answer to this charge is that after thorough research the
author firmly believes that Butler’s few good points were so outweighed by the questionable aspects of his career as to be of little
consequence and furthermore, that General Butler never did anything that was not meant for his personal advantage.”
With this admitted prejudice, the author rips into his subject with a vengeance worthy of a direct descendant of William
Mumford, the Confederate hanged by Butler for tearing down
the flag at the U. S. Mint in New Orleans in 1862. Certainly
Butler’s career is subject to adverse comment and even to inspiring
feelings of repugnance. But this treatment seems to add little if
anything to an objective understanding of the person of whom his
friend, President U. S. Grant, said: “Butler is a man fashionable
to abuse, but he is a man who has done his country great service
and who is worthy of its gratitude.”
As Mr. Werlich’s admitted lack of objectivity is regrettable,
so is the absence of footnotes which would be important to the
support of many of his conclusions.
E DISON B. A LLEN
Tulane University
Texas Under the Carpetbaggers. By W. C. Nunn. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1962. 304 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $5.00.)
“The Era of Governor Edmund J. Davis: Texan Reconstructionist” would have been a more exact title for this study of Texas
from 1869 to 1874. Davis was born in Florida in 1827 and had
an exciting career on the Texas border after 1848. Serving as a
state district judge in 1861, he opposed secession. Forced to flee
to Mexico, he organized other Unionists and in time he was promoted to brigadier general despite an unsuccessful attempt to
capture Laredo in 1864. While Davis became a leader of the
“radical” Republicans in 1866, he was not a carpetbagger. Extremist that he had become, he advocated disfranchisement of
farmer Confederates and full suffrage for all Negroes, even suggesting that Texas be divided into three states. Such a person
could not be headed off by divided moderate Republicans and
non-voting Democrats, and he served as governor from 1869 to
January, 1874.
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The first half of the book is a useful, factual account of the
political stages of Reconstruction and should be read along with
Charles Ramsdell’s Reconstruction in Texas. Davis was most disliked for his use of Negroes as “state police.” Author Nunn shows
that mistakes were made by the administration, the police as individuals, and by local white men. A future governor, then a
young newspaper man, James S. Hogg, has left several accounts
of various militia-civilian frays and their publication attests to a
degree of freedom of the press. Some evidence of how Davis began to lose control of his press was not used in this study. In fact,
the major weakness is that this worthy dissertation, completed in
1938, was not revised in the light of research of the past twenty
years. For example, there is no evidence of using Otis Singletary’s
Negro Militia and Reconstruction for comparative purposes. The
last article referenced from a scholarly journal was published in
1925. Except for a few books, including the Handbook of Texas
(1952), they are dated before 1936.
Section II discussed briefly such topics as ranching, farming,
mining, manufacturing, commerce, transport, and state finance.
In ten succinct pages he summarized the sorry picture of the growing state debt.
Section III is an adequate, brief summary of major Indian
problems. Part of the state debt was for Ranger and Minute Men
companies. Nearness to Indian Territory and to Mexico increased
the danger of raids. Grievance petitions from 777 victims of raiders claimed over ninety millions for damages. Finally, Secretary
of War Belknap and General Philip Sheridan visited the border
and President Grant promised more cavalry. Floridians will understand the potential usefulness of Seminole Negroes (some of
Wild Cat’s band) who were used as scouts against the Kickapoo.
Section IV dealt with daily life, growth of cities, education,
legislation of the period, based on careful use of documents but
there is no overall evaluation of the reign of Governor Davis.
The chief value of the book will be as a reference work to major
legislation of the period, based on careful use of documents but
weak on recent special areas. Credit is given to Seth McKay’s
master’s thesis, “Texas under the Regime of E. J. Davis,” (University of Texas, 1919).
R OBERT C. C OTNER
University of Texas
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Charles Brantley Aycock. By Oliver H. Orr, Jr. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1961. x, 394 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $7.50.)
Outside North Carolina, Governor Charles B. Aycock has usually been regarded as one of a galaxy of progressive Southern
governors of the years around the turn of the century: Goebel of
Kentucky, Tillman of South Carolina, Broward of Florida, Hoke
Smith of Georgia, Comer of Alabama, Vardaman of Mississippi,
Davis of Arkansas, and Hogg and Culberson of Texas. Actually,
as Professor Orr’s scholarly book makes clear, Aycock, although
he supported some progressive measures, notably in public education, was never a thoroughgoing progressive. Ideologically, Aycock was always somewhat closer to Cleveland than to Bryan. On
economic issues, Walter Clark, W. W. Kitchin, Claude Kitchin,
and even Josephus Daniels were generally more progressive than
Aycock.
Aycock’s distinctive contribution was the part he played in developing the unique North Carolina spirit of moderation and balance, in making the Democratic Party of North Carolina a multiclass party, tolerant and “just” even toward the Negro (within the
framework of white supremacy), a party capable of responding
gradually and rather consistently to change through the years.
The challenge to which Aycock responded was the Fusionist
government in North Carolina from 1897 to 1901. During these
years, North Carolina in many ways went through a second Reconstruction, with the conservatives on the defensive, public services extended, and around one thousand Negroes holding local and
state offices. Negro voters held the balance of power. North Carolina’s Fusionist government, a combination of Populists and Republicans, was remarkable in that it represented the only successful indigenous movement in Southern history to advance the
Negro politically. There were no national or Northern pressures.
Aycock sincerely believed that the Fusionist government represented the rule of the Negro minority, that the social disorders of
the period could not be cured and stable government restored until white supremacy was made secure. To this end, he advocated
making the Democratic Party in North Carolina less conservative
than it had been during the prior three decades, transforming it
into a truly multi-interest party, basing the suffrage on a literacy
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test (with illiterate whites temporarily salvaged through the grandfather clause), and honestly preparing the illiterates, both white
and black, for responsible citizenship by the establishment of an
effective public school system for both races. In 1900, Aycock
successfully ran for Governor on this program, and during his term
in office carried out most of his promises. Thus out of the Fusionist challenge came the constructive response which was to make
North Carolina the most advanced state in the South.
To an extraordinary degree, Aycock won the personal affection
of all classes of North Carolinians. There were a number of reasons for this: his oratory, his earnestness combined with humor,
his transparent honesty, his ability to enlarge and elevate every
issue he touched, his compassion, his evident desire to ennoble
mankind. Despite his belief in the superiority of the white race,
Aycock had a genuine regard for Negroes, individually and collectively. Even Aycock’s conviviality, which forced him to defend
his personal drinking habits to a puritan electorate about to embark on prohibition, only added to the attractiveness of the man.
Professor Orr’s definitive biography will take over as the Aycock legend recedes; for unfortunately this good and in many ways
near-great man did not sufficiently rise above his time and place,
did not perform on a wide enough stage, and did not identify
himself enough with the future (particularly on the race question) to be the subject of enduring myth.
W ILLIAM G. C ARLETON
University of Florida

Eugene Clyde Brooks: Educator and Public Servant. By Williard
B. Gatewood, Jr., (Durham: Duke University Press, 1960.
iii, 272 pp. Tables, plates, index. $6.00.)
A North Carolinian writing a biography of another North
Carolinian must be careful to avoid provincialism. Dr. Gatewood,
who teaches history at North Carolina Wesleyan College, has not
been careful in this respect. This biographer of Eugene Clyde
Brooks (1871-1947) was “assisted” by grants from the Ford
Foundation and from E. C. Brooks, Jr. The book seems to bear
the Brooks family’s imprimatur. Consequently this panegyric
clearly fits into the Allan Nevins’ tradition of hagiography-“ful-
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some in praise, sparing in criticism.” Once these facts are recognized this effort can be placed in proper perspective. The book
should be most useful to students interested in the history of North
Carolina particularly with respect to politics, education, and conservation. To a certain extent this volume may help scholars looking for information on Governor Charles B. Aycock or Secretary
of the Navy Josephus Daniels.
Professor Gatewood’s subject may merit the titles of “leader,”
“journalist, ” “reformer,” “crusader,” etc., if the context is intrastate, rather than national. Certainly the term “liberal” should
never be applied to Eugene Clyde Brooks, despite his brief and uneventful exposure to Deweyism at Columbia University. Brooks
practiced avoidance behavior during the evolution controversy of
the 1920’s. His book on “Americanism” (1924) was “proper”
enough to receive State Board and American Legion sanction for
North Carolina’s required course on that subject. The “dismissal”
of the graduate dean of North Carolina State College in 1931,
owing to a personality clash with this “liberal” sociologist, raises
doubts about Brooks’ respect for academic freedom and tenure.
In sum Dr. Gatewood has done a very thorough and scholarly job.
His research is as exhaustive as it is impressive. This biography
is very readable, despite its subject’s unimpressive life, and truly
deserves the appellation “definitive.”
R U S S E L L F ARNEN
University of Florida

The Ku Klux Klan in American Politics. By Arnold S. Rice, with
an introduction by Harry Golden. (Washington: Public Affairs Press, 1962. vi, 150 pp. $3.25.)
Historians, when dealing with broad areas of prejudice and intolerance, have come to acknowledge that dependence upon interdisciplinary tools is essential, yet a reasonable question as to which
tools and how extensive such a reliance, can honestly be asked.
Those who would place primary emphasis upon continuing and
ever-present status rivalries (political, religious, economic, and
associational) would in turn deemphasize others’ heavy reliance
upon irrational outbursts apparently produced by the immediate
and unique characteristics of a given period. There remains still

Published by STARS, 1963

93

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42 [1963], No. 1, Art. 1
78

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

a further group which both sees the possibilities of combining
these approaches, yet at the same time worries when such a combination still produces strong exceptions to standard rules. To take
the Ku Klux Klan, for example, as Dr. Rice has done, one immediately finds himself confronted with the contradiction that
on one hand the tensions upon which the Klan sought to capitalize had been and would continue to be present in American life,
while on the other, it is clear that the outburst of Klan vigor in
the 1920’s was in many ways unique. Further, the problem is
raised that he Klan’s activities were not always motivated by objective conditions of concrete status rivalry so much as the virulent
expression of hysteria over irrational myths and stereotyping of
individuals about whom Klansmen had little if any personal or
direct knowledge. When they were, however, as Dr. Rice perceptively suggests but never really develops, Klansmen calculatingly sought to exploit the paramount prejudice of the immediate
region; hence its plank was racism in the South, anti-Semitism in
the East, anti-Catholicism in the Mid-West, and anti-Japanese
sentiment on the Pacific Coast. Yet the Klan’s appeal also had a
certain universality which enabled it to capitalize upon areas of
basic discontent throughout our entire national life in the 1920’s
and make the scapegoat an abstract “who,” responsible for everything from declining national morality to destruction of “the old
American way.”
In this brief study, focused largely on the 1920’s and strongly
upon the Klan’s political activities, Dr. Rice has presented an interesting and lively treatment of that body. It is filled with revealing episodes, analyses of the often highly selfish motivations of individual Klan leaders (whom he considers to be vital in the life
of the organization, yet whose influence in shaping local patterns
of development he seldom attempts to assess) and often highly
amusing descriptions of Klan ritual and symbolism. The study
does little in a systematic way with the Klan’s growth or its precise local effects outside the five southern states of Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, and Texas. No reference is made, for
example, to the famous Klan attempt to drive Judge Ben Lindsey
out of public life in Colorado, or William Allen White’s strong
and successful attack on the organization in Kansas, nor is there
any attempt to assess the influence of such an organ as C. Lewis
Fowler’s widely circulated, New York published, American Stand-
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ard. Yet Dr. Rice is good where it counts. His story of the 1924
political conventions is well done. His pin-pointing of the sort of
groups who joined is careful and accurate, and by using an episodic approach to best advantage he creates a plausible overall
picture of the organization’s purposes and effects.
We need more studies of the public manifestations of intolerance which have been an all too unfortunate aspect of our national life. A work such as this is an important piece in putting that
puzzle together.
P AUL L. M URPHY
University of Minnesota

Teapot Dome: Oil and Politics in the 1920’s. By Burl Noggle.
(Baton Rouge: Louisianla State University Press, 1962. ix,
234 pp. Preface, illustrations, index. $6.00.)
In Teapot Dome, Professor Noggle has carefully examined the
effects of the great scandal of that name on the political currents
of the 1920’s and, as a secondary theme, its relationship to the
American conservation movement. Stereotyped figures of the era
must be re-evaluated as a result of Noggle’s extensive research in
private papers. Harry A. Slattery, veteran conservationist and
civil servant, takes on added importance from his tireless efforts
to counteract anti-conservationist tendencies in the Harding and
Coolidge regimes. Politically, the figure of Senator Tom Walsh
as heroic prosecutor in the great oil grab loses considerable luster
as his interest waxes and wanes in the face of political expediency
and conservationist pressure. Contrarily, many Republicans urged
stringent action against their political brethren to clear the party
of its “Republican scandal” stigma.
As for the main characters in this oil and politics drama, Professor Noggle has presented them so aseptically and has so rigidly
eschewed motivation that Secretary of the Interior Fall and his
oily accomplices Doheny and Sinclair seem brought to their respective ends by the fickle finger of fate rather than by their own
greedy hands and personal motives.
Greatest political disadvantage, ironically enough, accrued not
to the Republican party whose administration figures were adjudged guilty, but to the Democratic opposition. Republican Pres-
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ident Calvin Coolidge, having moved just far enough to divorce
himself from his predecessor’s policies and friends, remained cagily quiet amid the clamor, and was able thereby to reap the benefits of a symbol of public austerity and integrity. The Democrats,
vigorously attempting to splash Teapot oil on the party which had
underwritten oil reserve exploitation, finally wound up with an
embarrassing-although bogus-smudge of blackest oil on the
clean shirtfront which William Gibbs McAdoo of California presented to the public as the outstanding Democratic presidential
candidate of the decade. Chief victim in the welter of confusing
charge and counter-charge and the furiously partisan oil-slinging
was, quite simply, party politics itself.
R ALPH F. DE B EDTS
Old Dominion College
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NEWS AND NOTES
The editors commend to the careful attention of all of our
readers the provocative lead article in this number written by Dr.
Charles W. Arnade of the University of South Florida. Few will
agree with everything that is said in it, but the editors believe
that it is a fair representation of the cavalier disregard for the
historical heritage of Florida which is shown by too many of our
citizens who should know better.
Two Significant Anniversaries
This year, 1963, marks the 200th anniversary of the transfer
of Florida from Spain to England, and also marks the 450th anniversary of the discovery of Florida by Juan Ponce de Leon.
It was in the Easter season of 1513 that three small ships under the command of Ponce de Leon sighted the Florida shore
while searching for the riches of the legendary country of Bimini.
Between April 2 and April 8, they went ashore on some beach,
probably between present-day St. Augustine and the St. Johns
River, and established the claims of Spain to the area. Whether
or not Ponce de Leon and his men were the first Europeans to set
foot upon the soil of Florida is a disputed point among historians
and there is some evidence pointing to the fact that they were not;
however, there is no clearly established earlier landing upon, or
sighting of Florida. Consequently, Ponce de Leon has for centuries received the credit for discovery.
Not until 1565 was a permanent Spanish settlement made in
Florida, partially because of the growing threats of other European powers to Spanish claims upon North America. After the
establishment of the first permanent British-American colony in
1607, periodic conflict marked the relations between the Spanish
and British colonies. In 1761, Spain joined France in the Seven
Year’s War against England, during the course of which England
captured Havana, and with it control of Cuba. In the Treaty of
Paris of 1763 which closed the war, Spain ransomed her more
valuable Cuban colony by ceding Florida to England. Legal and
sovereign control of Florida was acquired by England on February
10, 1763.
[ 81 ]
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The Quarterly

Fifty-five years ago, in April of 1908, the first number of
the Florida Historical Quarterly was published. With this current
number, the Quarterly enters its fortieth year of continuous publication. These coincident anniversaries impelled us to a quick
survey of the growth of this publication.
The April, 1908, number was largely the result of the efforts
of former Governor Francis P. Fleming, the president of the Society. After Governor Fleming prepared the issue of July, 1908,
he became gravely ill and the next number was prepared by unnamed Society officers. Governor Fleming died December 20,
1908, and the issue of January, 1909, carried the news of the
appointment of the Rev. S. F. Gale to the editorship. The July
number of that year, however, brought news of the death of the
new editor and no further attempts were made toward keeping
the Quarterly alive. The scanty evidence seems to indicate, however, that financial difficulties were the main barrier to publication of the Quarterly at that time.
These early first two volumes of the Society’s journal were
edited and published in Jacksonville and each number ran about
forty pages in length. Subscription rates, surprisingly, were the
same as those which members pay today - $5.00 per year-but
the front and back pages of the Quarterly carried advertising material from banks, publishing houses, and jewelry stores in Jacksonville. Due to the fact that Society membership was less than
one hundred, such added commercial income was doubtless necessary to meet publication costs.
The first number carried, in addition to a prospectus of the
Society and a catalog of its collections, an article by Governor
Fleming on George R. Fairbanks; an account of the “Origin of
the Shell Mounds,” by State Fish Commissioner J. Y. Detwiler;
a report on an “Indian Massacre in Gadsden County,” by A. L.
Woodward, reprinted from a 1902 edition of the Jacksonville
Florida Times-Union; and the journals of Dr. W. H. Simmons and
John Lee Williams published as “The Selection of Tallahassee as
the Capital,” and reprinted from the Florida House Journal of
1903.
The last number of 1909 carried an “Editorial Note” reflecting the economic plight of the Society and the disappointment of
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the officers at the lack of interest in state history. Refusal of the
legislature to give financial assistance was noted and the editor
concluded, “The purposes and objects of the Society are admittedly designed to benefit the State and the public, but the Legislature of the State as a whole seems to take little interest in the
matter. We regret the fact and must continue to labor to awaken
so much interest among the residents of the State as to require
its legislators to take notice and act. Political and local and personal matters receive attention, why not the objects of the Florida
Historical Society?” The fifty-four years that have elapsed since
this was written have not brought a solution to this problem, as
is evidenced elsewhere in the pages of this number.
From July, 1909, until July, 1924, the Society was without a
publication. On November 8, 1921, however, Arthur T. Williams
of Jacksonville was elected president of the Society, beginning a
period of long and notable service. One of his major accomplishments was the resumption of publication of the Quarterly. The
first two numbers in 1924 were edited by President Williams with
the assistance of Emma Rochelle Porter. At the Society’s annual
meeting in 1924, Julien C. Yonge of Pensacola was elected editor
and commenced his duties in 1925. Under his devoted and selfless direction the Quarterly became one of the more reputable and
meritorious journals of state history in the United States, surviving
the crises of both the Great Depression and World War II. In
January, 1956, Rembert W. Patrick of the history department
of the University of Florida succeeded to the editorship and gave
distinguished service until he relinquished the post to the present
editors in July of 1962. The Quarterly was edited in Pensacola
from 1925 through 1944. It has been edited at Gainesville, in
cooperation with the University of Florida, since January, 1945.
Though its primary aim remains the same, “to increase and
extend the knowledge of our history,” the Quarterly of 1963 bears
little physical resemblance to that of 1908. Today, each number
averages more than one hundred pages in length. The articles are,
for the most part, original pieces of research and writing produced
by skilled amateurs and professional historians from all over the
United States-and occasionally from abroad. News of the vigorous, rapidly multiplying local societies is featured in every number, as well as notices of the activities of historians at state colleges
and universities. The present editors have also made concerted
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efforts to bring to our readers a greater variety of reviews of important books from all areas of American history, written by the
most competent reviewers in the country.
At the beginning of April, 1963, the Quarterly was received
by 695 members and 188 institutional subscribers. It is mailed
to members in all parts of the United States and Canada and goes
to the Latin American countries of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia,
the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Peru, and Mexico. In Europe, it has readers in England and Spain, while in the Middle
and Far East it is read in Iran, India, and Japan. Even the “Iron
Curtain” is no barrier to the Quarterly, for it is received by libraries in both Budapest and Moscow.
Dr. Dorothy Dodd is Honored
During National Library Week, the officers and directors of
the Florida Historical Society presented a life membership in the
Society to Dr. Dorothy Dodd in recognition of her major contributions to Florida history and her work as State Librarian in collecting archival materials which would have otherwise been lost.
Presentation of the membership was made to Dr. Dodd in Tallahassee by Mrs. Farris Bryant, wife of the governor. In addition
to her many contributions to this Quarterly and other scholarly
publications, Dr. Dodd is responsible for the important volume,
Florida Becomes A State (Tallahassee, 1945), which was published as a part of the state’s centennial celebration. A former
director of the Society, Dr. Dodd is now State Librarian and a
member of the editorial board of this Quarterly.
Florida Anthropological Society
The fifteenth annual meeting of the Society was conducted
at the University of South Florida, Tampa, on February 16, 1963.
The morning session was opened with an introduction by Dr.
Charles Arnade and the welcoming address was delivered by Dr.
Russell Cooper, dean of the College of Liberal Arts at USF. During the day, more than a dozen papers were heard dealing with
anthropological subjects.
Elected president of the Society for the coming year was Dr.
Charlton W. Tebeau, chairman of the history department at the
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University of Miami. Mrs. Tebeau was elected secretary of the
organization.
Local and Area Societies and Commissions
Historical Association of Southern Florida: Program meetings
in January, February, and March featured talks by Edwin A. Link,
noted explorer and inventor; Tally Embry, an advertising executive; Charlton W. Tebeau, University of Miami historian and editor of Tequesta; and Daniel B. Beard, assistant director, National
Park Service. The talks by Professor Tebeau and Mr. Embry
dealt with the “Massacre at Indian Key” and “The Spanish Indians and Fort Poinsett.”
Dedication of the Audubon House marker at Key West on
February 9 attracted much public attention. The dedicatory
speaker was Carl W. Buchheister of the National Audubon Society. Colonel Mitchell Wolfson and his grand-daughter, Linda
Louise Wolfson, unveiled the marker.
Historical Society of Fort Lauderdale: At the January meeting of
the Society, Philip Weidling gave an illustrated lecture an “The
Birth of the Boom.” In attendance were 103 members and guests
who heard Society president August Burghard report that the historical collections of the organization are rapidly growing in both
quality and quantity.
The annual meeting, held on May 6, 1963, was set in the
Dwight L. Rogers Room of the Governor’s Club Hotel. The featured speaker was the Honorable Spessard L. Holland. The Society took this occasion to pay tribute to the long and distinguished
service of Florida’s senior United States Senator.
Mr. William Lauderdale, great-great-grandson of the Major
Lauderdale from whom the city takes its name, was a recent visitor to the Society. Mr. Lauderdale, now a resident of Nashville,
Tennessee, was impressed with the documentary evidence regarding his ancestor which is to be found at the Society. Only a few
days before his visit, the Society and representatives of local organizations had gathered at Fort Lauderdale’s South Beach to
view the actual location of the original Fort Lauderdale.
Jacksonville Historical Society: On February 13, the Society was
honored by an address by the postmaster of Jacksonville, Mr. J. E.
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Workman. His topic was the “History of the Jacksonville Post
Office.” For some time Mr. Workman and his staff have been
compiling the record of local postal history and his talk was a byproduct of this research.
Madison County Historical Society: In the spring of 1962 the
Society was organized and, except for a summer recess, has been
meeting the second Thursday of each month since then. The
North Florida Junior College acts as sponsor of the Society and its
meetings are held in the College Library. Plans for the year include the publishing of an annual and the beginning of a longrange project for writing a history of Madison County. Mrs. E. B.
Browning has been appointed at the head of a committee to compile an inventory of resources for Madison County historical information.
Current officers of the Society are Mrs. L. A. Almand, president; Mr. E. B. Browning, Mrs. Hyem Kramer, Mr. Carlton
Smith, Miss Whittie Dickinson, and Mrs. R. L. Millinor, vicepresidents; Mrs. Carl Sims, secretary-treasurer; Mrs. T. C. Merchant, publicity chairman; Mrs. L. C. Bruner, editor and curator;
and Mrs. T. J. Beggs, Jr., social chairman.
Martin County Historical Society: This Society continues to be
one of the most active in the state, participating in a wide variety
of cultural activities, with extensive popular support in its community. Its activities have included art exhibits, educational and
art movies, art classes, museum displays, and lectures. In March
and April one of the most successful spring art shows was sponsored, featuring a variety of subject matter and artistic techniques
including oil paintings, pastels, photographs, sculpture, enamelled
crafts, and ceramics.
Mr. Stephen Schmidt, director of the Martin County museums, participated in January, 1963, in a two-week conference in
Washington sponsored by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
Palm Beach County Historical Society: Recent meetings of the
Society have heard a succession of interesting speakers on a variety
of topics. Castro’s Cuba was the subject of a talk at the February
meeting. Mr. Earl E. T. Smith, a previous ambassador to Cuba,
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was the speaker. On March 29, Dr. Samuel M. Lindsay lectured
on “Major World Personalities in Current History.” Mr. David
M. Fee addressed the April meeting at the Whitehall, telling of
“Sagas of the Indian River Country.” At the County Fair early in
the year, the Society exhibit of historical items won a special
award.
St. Augustine Historical Society: This year marks an important
anniversary in the history of the Society. Eighty years ago, in
1883, Dr. Dewitt Webb and a group of interested citizens formed
the St. Augustine Institute of Science and Historical Society.
This, therefore, marks the eightieth year of public service. At the
January meeting the following officers were elected: Mr. J. T. Van
Campen, president; Mr. Frank D. Upchurch, Sr., vice-president;
Mr. W. J. Winter, secretary; Mr. Otis E. Barnes, treasurer; Mr.
Luis R. Arana, librarian. Directors who were elected at this meeting include Mr. W. T. Drysdale, Mr. Milton E. Bacon, Mr. Andrew J. McGhin, Jr., and Mr. Earle W. Newton.
The research staff of the Society has during the past several
months furnished the Historic American Buildings Survey of the
National Park Service with documentary histories and measured
drawings of several of St. Augustine’s most historic houses. One
of these was the Paredes house at 54 St. George Street, owned by
the Society. Known locally as the “Old Curiosity Shop,” this building was marked with a bronze plaque by the Society several years
ago. Extensive research into aged maps and documents was involved in this project.
College News
Florida
history
Florida
chaired
May 3.

Southern College: Durward Long, assistant professor of
and government, was program chairman for the 1963
Historical Society meeting at Sarasota. Robert Akerman
the opening session of the meeting on Friday morning,

Florida State University: Weymouth T. Jordan, chairman of the
department of history and president of the Agricultural History
Society, read a paper on “Folk Medicine in the Old South” at the
fifty-sixth annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical As-
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sociation in Omaha on May 2, 1963. Wayne Flynt, a graduate
student in history, presented a paper on “Florida’s 1926 Senatorial Primary” at the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society, May 3, 1963.
Jacksonville University: Benjamin F. Rogers, vice-president of the
University and a director of the Florida Historical Society, spent
three weeks in May on a cultural tour of western Europe. Samuel
Proctor of the University of Florida is visiting professor of history
during the summer session.
New College: The featured speaker at the annual dinner of the
Florida Historical Society in Sarasota was George Baughman, president of this embryonic institution. Introduced by Society president Frank Sessa, President Baughman’s speech was an historic
first, signalling the initial participation in the affairs of the Florida
Historical Society by a representative of the new school.
Stetson University: Dr. Gilbert L. Lycan, chairman of the history
department, has received a Fulbright appointment for the academic year 1963-1964. He will serve as Lecturer in American
History at Silliman University, Dumeguete City, in the Philippine
Islands. During his absence, Dr. John E. Johns will serve as
acting chairman of the history department.
University of Florida: Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., associate professor
of history and social sciences and editor of the Florida Historical
Quarterly, has been appointed chairman of the department of social sciences, effective in September. John A. Harrison, professor
of history, has been appointed chairman of the department of
history, effective in July.
Donald E. Worcester, national president of Phi Alpha Theta
history fraternity, delivered an address, “A New View of the Past
-The Intimate History of Early America,” at the Mississippi Valley Historical Association meeting in May in Omaha. Kenneth
Beeson, a graduate student in history, spoke on “Indigo Production
in New Smyrna during the British Period” at the Florida Historical Society meeting at Sarasota. Samuel Proctor, associate professor of history and social sciences, chaired the Friday afternoon
session at the Sarasota meeting, May 3, 1963.
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E. Ashby Hammond, professor of history and social sciences,
is in England doing research under a grant-in-aid awarded by the
Wellcome Trust of London, a foundation established by the late
Sir Henry Wellcome for the subsidization of medical research.
With the colllaboration of Dr. Charles H. Talbot of the Foundation, Professor Hammond is preparing a biographical register of
medieval English medical practitioners. Arthur W. Thompson,
professor of history, is visiting professor during the summer session at Amherst College, Massachusetts.
University of Miami: Charlton W. Tebeau, chairman of the history department, spoke on “White Settlement in the Everglades” at
the Florida Historical Society meeting in Sarasota on May 3.
University of South Florida: Charles W. Arnade, associate professor of history, delivered a stimulating and provocative address
on the negligence of the state in preserving its historical resources
in Sarasota in May. His talk was part of a general discussion of
“The Role of the State in Preserving its History” which was featured at the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society.
Mrs. Alberta Johnson
On February 21, 1963, Mrs. Alberta Johnson passed away at
her home in St. Augustine. Mrs. Johnson is affectionately remembered by many members of the Society as our long-time Secretary
and Librarian. She assumed this post in 1943 while Society
headquarters were located in St. Augustine on Cathedral Place,
overlooking the historic Plaza. For the ten years in which she
served, this quiet, kindly lady came virtually to personify the
Florida Historical Society. The move from St. Augustine to Gainesville late in 1950 was accomplished under the supervisory eye of
Mrs. Johnson, and to give continuity to the operations of the organization she moved to Gainesville with the Society and remained there until her retirement in the summer of 1952.
Upon her retirement from office, the late Julien C. Yonge
paid tribute to her in words which stand as a lasting testimonial:
“Seldom has any work and worker fitted so closely, the one with
the other. Few know so much of Florida’s long history, and fewer
know so well just where to find what might be asked for. Nor
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could any take a greater interest in the questions and problems
which were continually brought to her in person or by mail. None
were turned away when the answer was to be found in her head or
in the Society’s library-even when, after a long day, she must
return to the library in the evening to help some one who could
come at no other time. Our Mrs. Johnson will not be forgotten.”
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The following interesting letter has been made available to
the Quarterly through the good offices of Paul L. Maddock and
Judge James R. Knott. It was secured by Miss Mary Stavely of
Palm Beach on a recent trip to England. The writer, Tom Agar,
was the great-uncle of Mrs. Vera Pickard, Kirby Muxloe, Leicestershire, England.
This was the only letter received in England
from Agar, and his eventual fate is unknown.

Indian River,
off Aligator Creek,
Florida,
United States of
America.
February 9th, 1856
Dear Father and Mother,
I presume you would be very much put about at my sudden
and unexpected disappearance. I can assure you it was not my
intention to have left my home when I did, although I had a very
strong inclination to come to America, that I have often intimated
to you, which I dare say you can call to recollection. But still
you might think at the time I uttered the expressions that I meant
not what I said. But ah! they came from my heart. You might
think I was very simple in leaving in such a manner as I did. I
wanted for nothing, I was in work, was not short of money, had a
good home and the treatment I received from you I had no fault
to find whatever. Did I expect in imigrating to a foreign shore I
could better my position in life or even gain a fortune? No, I did
not, nor did I dream for a moment I could do anything of the
kind. But I left my native land and all that were dear to me solely because I was discontented in mind.
I left home on the morning of the 5th September, 1854,
walked as far as Bardon Hill Station, took train for Burton and
and then again for Crewe where I intended staying that night. But
meeting with a person of the name of Smith, a midshipman from
a village called Wymondham near Melton Mowbray, Leicester[ 91 ]
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shire, who was going to Liverpool that night and he persuaded
me to go on too. I did so, arriving at Lime-house Street Station
about Half-past nine that evening. I took lodgings at an Oyster
Saloon convenient to the Sailor’s Home and stayed there until the
following Friday, and in the afternoon of that day, I went to the
office of Messrs. Grinnel & Co., Waterloo Road, and secured a
second cabin berth on board the Excelsior, an American vessel
belonging to the Black Ball Line of Packet ships bound for New
York. Paid 5 pounds for my passage. I was ordered to be ready at the
Nelson Dock at 5 P.M. that evening as the ship was sailing early
the following morning (Saturday). I was there five minutes after
the appointed hour but unfortunately was too late - the steamboat had taken the last load. I had, therefore, to pay two watermen five shillings (or commonly called in Liverpool ‘landsharks’
and a very proper name too) to take me to the ship. I boarded
her about 6 p.m. and found a crew not at all to my expectation.
It was a most singular one I can assure you, composed much of all
nations but Irish if anything took the lead. I went to bed about
9 o’clock but what with the noise of the passengers arranging their
luggage and one thing or another I could not sleep. I rose about
half-past five the following morning and found that we had
weighed anchor and had the steam tug besides us and the pilot
on board. The tug left us about half-past ten. We then set sail
with over 600 souls aboard.
We had pretty rough weather in the Irish Channel; four or
five days elapsed before we cleared the coast of Ireland. We lost
sight of land on the 15th day of September 1854 about 2 p.m.
We continued sailing up to the 16th with the wind in our favor.
The 17th, weather squally; large flocks of sea-gulls in sight: passengers most of them seasick. 18th, weather still squally; a child
died during the night. 19th, wind changed; great number of sea
porpoises and sea pigs in sight and many kinds of peculiar fish.
20th, a pretty strong breeze making 11 1/2 knots an hour; weather
fine. I begin now to find the nights very wearisome although
there are many kinds of games invented for the amusement of
passengers such as Judge and Jury, Free and Easies etc. I go now
and then on the forecastle deck and listen to the ditties of the
sailors, some of them spin great yarns.
The 21st, cholera and diarrhoea commenced to play their
ravages. The first one that was seized was a young Irish girl
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about 22 years of age. She was dancing and enjoying herself upon deck between 5 and 6 p.m. and at half-past 8 p.m. she met
with a watery grave. 22nd, sickness increasing: there are now
seven cases of cholera and four of diarrhoea and three (a man,
woman and child) to be thrown overboard tonight. I can assure
you its a shocking sight is the burial of the dead at sea. There’s
no burial service of any description alas: after dying you are merely stitched up in a piece of old wrapping, brought upon the deck,
a lump of pig iron or coal tied to your feet, swung backward and
forward three times and the third time the corpse is thrown into
the mighty deep and left a prey to the marine creation. I saw in
one instance where the pigiron given way in the descent and the
corpse floated but it had not floated far before a tremendous large
shark seized the bundle and disappeared. The 23rd, weather
pretty calm, not making much headway.
We made the Banks of Newfoundland at half-past five a.m.
on the 5th October. We passed several fishing smacks. We
spoken with the British Mail steamer bound to Kingston, Jamaica:
the following day we spoken with a German brig laden with immigrants bound for New York, sailed from Bremen. She had met
with some rough weather: she had lost most of her riggen and
part of her bulwarks stoven in; she had been out 52 days. We
saw two whales, I should think about half-a-mile distance from the
vessel. I saw them several times rise with their heads above water
and spout the water out to a great height. We also saw a floating
iceberg which the captain supposed to have been floating since
the month of January. After having been two or three days on the
Banks we had very rough weather. It commenced about 10
o’clock a.m. with sudden squalls. It first blew away a part of the
foreriggen; it gradually kept increasing. At half-past 5 p.m. it
blew a perfect hurricane, the hatchways were all closed and all
passengers ordered between decks and a queer place it was I can
assure you. I went to my bunk about half-past 9 p.m. I had not
been in it more than half-an-hour when a cry was raised by some
foolish persons that the vessel had sprang a leak. To see the confusion that followed is almost more than I could describe. Them
that had got into their bunks rushed from them in maddened
despair; women screaming and calling for help, children crying
and clinging to their parents; able-bodied men on their knees offering up prayers to their God to still the waves mingled with the

Published by STARS, 1963

109

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 42 [1963], No. 1, Art. 1
94

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

roaring of the waters, cries and shouting of the tars. Such a sight
would soften the most hardened heart. A rush were made to go
on deck by forcing open one of the hatchway doors. A great
many had no sooner reached it but they were washed from one
side of the vessel to the other. I went upon deck with nothing
but my trousers and shirt on and had no sooner seized the pump
when eight or nine of us were swept seven or eight yards. I fortunately caught hold of one of the ropes which saved me from
being washed overboard. Some time elapsed before order could
be restored. Not until the Captain threatened to shoot some of
them if they did not go between decks. It was found upon examination that the covering of the forehatchway got carried overboard; the consequence was every sea she shipped it went down
the hatchway into the lower deck.
We cleared the Banks the 11th of October. The Pilot came
aboard on Saturday afternoon of the 15th. From him we heard
of the melancholy news of the loss of the steamship Arctica, belonging to the Collin’s United States Mail Line, by coming into a
collision with a French steamer in a fog while on her passage
from Liverpool to New York. We sighted Sandy Hook Lighthouse
about half-past 11 p.m. on Saturday night. The cry of “land on
the larboard tack” was heard just at the break of day. Three
cheers were given. We anchored off Sandy Hook about half-past
9 o’clock a.m. Sunday and waited there for about three-quarters
of an hour until the tugboat came and tugged us off Staten Island
about 4 1 /2 miles distance from New York. We there passed the
doctors. Sickness had then pretty much cleared up with the exception of two cases, a young woman and a child belonging to a
German, its mother died in Liverpool before the vessel started.
The woman was taken to the immigrants Hospital and the child
died, but still they would not pass the ship so we therefore had
the pleasure of lying in quarantine until the following Tuesday.
There were seven vessels lying there besides ours, all laden with
immigrants. One of them, the Star of the West, had lost 75 during her passage from Liverpool to New York from cholera and
diarrhoea. We had 37 cases and 17 deaths with the child that
died in quarantine. The Captain got the ship passed about 11
o’clock on Tuesday morning and we were tugged up to York by
two tugboats.
I landed on the shores of America the 17th of October 1854
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about half-past 4 p.m. after a passage of nine and thirty days
with two days lying in quarantine. I and a young fellow from
Birmingham and two Scotchmen took lodgings at a boardinghouse in Franklin Square, York. Paid three dollars each per week
for our board - that’s equal to 12/6 British. A dollar is 4/2.
New York is a very fine city. There are over eight hundred
thousand inhabitants. The theatre, saloons and public places of
amusement are very tastefully got up. They far surpass England
in ferry and steamboat travelling; some of the boats surpass anything I ever saw. You can compare them to floating palaces. I
came across Bill Boulsby in York. He was at work at a shipping
store in Fulton Street. I went to the Castle Gardens Amphitheatre with him. He took me to see another towney - who should
he be but Mr. Simmons that formerly lived at the Fleur-de-Lis in
Belgrave Gate, Leicester. He was at that time waiting behind the
bar at the Miners Arm, Front Street near the Battery, New York.
Just before I left York his brother came to him with Slater’s son
that formerly kept a pot shop at the corner of Upper Charles
Street.
I succeeded in obtaining employment in a publishing office
at copying at 9 dollars a week but I did not remain long at it for
I had formed too many acquaintance and I could plainly see that
I would never be able to save a cent (that is the value of a halfpenny) and probably might be the worse off at the end. So I
therefore took another notion of going further into the Country.
I made an attempt to go along with a party (that had formed in
York) to California, the overland route, but I found upon consideration that I would not have sufficient to purchase an outfit.
I afterwards saw an advertisement in the New York Sun that the
ship Ravenswood was to sail in December to East Florida on a
Government Surveying Expedition and that several assistants were
required. I applied at the office and saw the manager, a person
of the name of Perry, and engaged with him for five months at
40 dollars a month and board: signed an agreement to that effect.
I went aboard the 8th December 1854. We weighed anchor
and put out to sea the 9th. The weather was bitterly cold and
snowed very hard. The ship’s crew were composed of nigger
sailors and Spaniards - five of them got frost bitten; one of
them died during the passage. After being three days out we put
into Old Point Comfort in the State of Virginia. I got a pass from
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the Captain to go ashore until morning. I went to a place called
Hampton, a short distance from Old Point Comfort, and enjoyed
myself first-rate I can assure you. Its not a very large place. The
inhabitants are chiefly slave breeders. I saw hundred of slaves,
men, women and children. We took several more hands aboard
and put out to see again on the 13th. We saw great numbers of
flying fish. We had pretty rough weather in crossing the Gulf
Stream and was driven back a good deal. On Christmas Day I
had a very good view of the Bahama Islands. There was some
queer thoughts come into my head: I thought to myself that I
little thought the Christmas Day before, when I went to dine at
Mr. Ward’s that the next Christmas Day I would be sailing passed
here. We landed the Canor’s provisions etc. on Key Biscayne
Island on New Year’s Day and the ship went on to Cuba. This
is not a very large island, the only inhabitant on it is the lighthouse-keeper, a Spaniard. There are a great many peculiar kind
of shells to be found on the island. Cocoanuts grow wild. There
are also plenty of bears, wild cats, panthers and raccoons. We
shot a large she-bear and her two cubs. We roasted the cubs the
following day and I can assure you they were fine eating.
We went from here to the Miama River and surveyed the
country from there to Lake Okee-cho-bee. We are each of us
armed with a rifle, a six barrel revolver and a large knife. You
get pretty well paid for this kind of work but I can tell you its
no easy work, what with going through swamps and sometimes
up to your middle hauling canoes over oyster beds and one thing
or another. Its pretty hard and rather dangerous too, for the
creeks and inlets are full of alligators and venomous water snakes.
I saw in one creek over thirty alligators. One of our men had his
dog taken with one, a German of the name of Weidfield. It was
one of these large North Carolina Deer Hounds. The dog went to
drink at a creek and there was a large alligator lying by the side
of the bank; you would think to look at it it was a large log of
wood. The dog had no sooner commenced to drink but what the
alligator seized him, sprang into the water and disappeared. We
hunted him for over three hours and at last succeeded in killing
him. We got him out. He measured over 12 feet long. Deer,
wild turkey, wild ducks and many other kinds of wild fowl are
very plentiful. We shot a turkey weighing over 20 lbs. Pelicans
are very numerous, you may frequently see over two thousand in
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one flock. We live in tents; camp just where night overtakes us.
Panthers and wolves - some nights you may hear them howling
all around you but they will not face the fire. The wolves do not
run very large; they go together in packs from 30 to 40; their cry
is hideous. We were encamped in pine wood one night convenient to a thick hammock which extended about thirty miles. As
soon as we pitched the tents we heard the cry of a panther. It
much resembles a person’s cry that’s in distress. In the middle
of the night he made bold enough to come into the tent that I
and three more were sleeping in and so frightened one of the
dogs that he leaped atop of me, which aroused us. We seized
our rifles and two shots were fired at him, wounding him slightly.
He, however, made his escape into the hammock. The following
afternoon one of our party of the name of Holdren, a Virginian,
wounded a deer and had no sooner done so but what a large
panther seized it and split it down the back as if some skilful
butcher had cut it with a knife. He fired again at the panther
and wounded him but still he got away from him. Holdren came
into the camp and five of us went after him with four dogs. We
hunted him for a full hour. At last the dogs scented him. He took
refuge on a pine tree. Three shots were instantly fired at him,
wounding him pretty badly. He sprang from the tree and killed
one of the dogs. Two more shots were fired at him and down he
fell; they both lodged in his head. We brought him to the camp
and skinned him; he measured over 6 feet long.
The only thing I have any dread for are the snakes which are
very numerous, particularly the rattle and the copperheadtheir bite is instantaneous death. There is a kind they call the
whip snake, they just for all the world resemble a wagon whip;
their bite is not venomous. We came across an Indian hunting party, four men, three women and two children in a place
called the Battle Ground, named after a great battle fought there
by General Taylor during the last Florida War. They seemed
rather afraid of us at first but one of our party could talk their
language pretty good and he spoke to them; told them not to be
afraid as we had not come there to do them any injury. Fear
then seemed to leave them but the women still seemed a little afraid and kept back. They were cooking some deer and
bear’s meat, seven or eight pieces more of it was strung upon
sticks to dry. The men asked us to eat some and we did taste it.
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Each of the men were armed with old flint rifles and they had
taken the screws out and tied the barrels on with strips of skin.
The men stand about 5 feet 10 or 11, stout and well made. They
wear a kind of deer skin drawers just about sufficient to cover
their nakedness; all other parts are naked. The women wear
a sort of skin skirt extending from about the middle of their waist
to just above their knees and a sort of shawl made from skins and
ornaments with feathers round their necks, two or three links of
beads, and shoes made from skins. They are tolerably good looking but very filthy. They carry their children much the same as
the gipsies in the old Country - suspended with a skin from
their shoulders. They are perfectly naked. I saw a spoon that was
cut of a piece of box and an alligator’s head carved on which was
first rate done. We camped about 50 yards from them that night.
We left them the following morning. We had not got more than
12 miles from them when we perceived the woods on the back
of us all on fire, but whether the Indians set them on fire or
whether the grass taken fire from the fire we made we could not
say, but it looked rather suspicious. However the wind happened
to be in the wrong quarter for to do us any injury. The woods
were on fire for over thirty miles in extent and a grand sight it
was to see.
I gut paid off on the 25th of May 1855 at a place called
Spanish Town, a short distance from Tampa Bay, Florida. This
place contains about 300 inhabitants, chiefly Spaniards. I got
acquainted with a Spaniard of the name Tolodir and we agreed
to go in shares with a turtle net and live on the Indian River
Which is noted as the best river in Florida, both for oysters and
turtle. We purchased the net, paid 200 dollars for it and came to
live on the river the 27th June: built ourselves a log shanty and
cultivated a pretty good garden and remained to the present time.
Turtle catching pays pretty good. We dispose of them about every
six months. A schooner puts in for them and takes them to
Charleston, South Carolina. We shoot after bears during the laying season of the turtle on the beach. Indian River is a very rich
one, oysters, fish and turtle are plentiful. We have caught turtle
weighing over 350 lbs. As for fish, you may fill a boat in a very
short time. Mullet and trout - the river is full of them. Game
is also abundant in the woods. Cattle are pretty cheap in this
State. Towards the St. Johns River you may go into the bush and
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drive in as many as you want to purchase at five dollars per head.
Many rich fruits, particularly limes, prunes, peaches, grapes, and
figs grow wild. Cocoanuts, oranges and other kind of fruit are
cultivated with success. Its also very good land for the cultivation
of cotton and sugar. I have seen several fine crops of sugar. The
pines, palms, cypress, cedars and chestnuts grow to an extraordinary size and height. The Everglades of Florida are the chief resorting places for the Seminole Indians. These are immense
swamps or tracts of marshy land, covered with water and grass
interspersed with small islands, some places no white man can
travel. The musquito fly for about five months during the year,
commencing about the middle of May are very bad, so much so
that you are compelled to sleep in musquito houses. You cannot
work only just a little in the middle of the day. Its also pretty bad
for fever and ague. I have been sick with it ever since last October but I am now getting over it. Its very hot here in the summer season; I have seen the thermometer stand over 110o. In the
winter its very pleasant.
We are now (and have been ever since Christmas last) in an
unsettled state, and probably may be for sometime, in consequence of an outbreak of the Indians. They are and have committed great depredation, burning shanties and murdering the inhabitants. People are leaving in several places. They attacked a
party of eleven soldiers under the command of Lt. Hartsoff, 1st
Artillery, on the 17th of December last, that were engaged repairing an old road that was used during the last Indian war. The
Indians came out of what they call the large Cypress swamp just
at the break of day and butcherly murdered and scalped five of
them, wounding the Lieutenant and three more who fortunately
made their escape to Fort Myers about 20 miles distance. They
shot down also 18 mules. Soon after this affair they went to a
place called Miama and shot two citizens, and shot at another one
-the ball passing through his coat without doing him any injury. They have not paid us a visit so far but God knows how
long it may be before they do. We do not even go for water
without taking our rifles along with us. We keep a pretty sharp
lookout for them I can assure you. If they do pay us a visit they
will not go away without an ounce of two of lead in their flank.
There are six of us living together, four of them are pretty hardy
coons, been in the bush pretty near all their lives and through
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most of the last Indian War, and if they don’t know a dodge or
two where will you find the men that do?
We have built a small blockhouse of pine logs and shingled
the roof with cypress shingles, and cut port holes through the logs
about 6 feet from the ground so that no Indian can come within
rifle shot of it but what we can knock him into the middle of
next week almost before he knows where he is. They are raising
volunteers in different parts of the State to put them out but I
think they will have enough to do. There’s estimated by the Indian Agent to be over five hundred warriors in the State of Florida
that they know to, and I dare say there are a great many more
that no white man has seen. The nearest shanty (or log-house)
to ours is about 7 miles distance at Jupiter Inlet: four men and a
boy living there and then for over a hundred and fifty miles
there’s not a white man living, go in what direction you may.
I did not like a backwoodsman’s life at all at first but now I
have got used to it and can, as well as the next man, lie down
and sleep in the bush after a day’s hunting, no matter whether it
rains or not. A person may think he cannot go through this; nor
he can’t do this thing, nor the other, but the best way is to give it
a trial and then he is able to judge. America is a good country for
the working man but he must not lounge about the cities but must
penetrate into the heart of the country to do well. But still, there
are pretty good wages given in some cities: far better to what are
given at home. A man will not offer you less than a dollar and a
dollar and quarter per day. Government land runs about a dollar and a quarter per acre.
In concluding this long letter I beg to tender my sincere
love to you both, to my brothers and sisters, Grandfather and
Grandmother (if living), Aunts, Uncles and Cousins.
And Remain,
Dear Father and Mother,
your affectionate son,
TOM AGAR.
P.S. I particularly wish to be remembered to the following Orlando Huntington, James Ward, Tom Wittering, Alice
Bell, Selina, Mr. & Mrs. Munrow, Mr. & Mrs. Ward and
Harry Pretty.
T.A.
Not forgetting young Chicken.
I sent a newspaper soon after landing York - did you receive it.
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